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▪ Exodus 32:1; When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the 
mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, 
make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”

▪ Exodus 32:4–5; And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a 
graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an 
altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a 
feast to the LORD.”

▪ Exodus 32:10; “Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against 
them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.”

▪ Exodus 32:14; And the LORD relented from the disaster that he had spoken of 
bringing on his people.



▪ Exodus 33:1–7; The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will 
send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with 
milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, 
for you are a stiff-necked people.” 4 When the people heard this disastrous word, 
they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, 
“Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I 
should go up among you, I would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, 
that I may know what to do with you.’ ” 6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 7 Now Moses used to 
take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it 
the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of 
meeting, which was outside the camp.

▪ Exodus 33:11; Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks 
to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son 
of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.



▪ Exodus 33:13; Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me 
now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider 
too that this nation is your people.”

▪ Exodus 33:18; Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”

▪ What is Moses asking?

▪ Moses was asking Him for a full self-disclosure of His glorious person—a revelation that 
would sustain and encourage him as Israel’s leader.

▪ God responds: Exodus 33:20; “But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall 
not see me and live.”

▪ But He accommodated Himself to Moses’ request and told Moses that He would place him 
in the cleft of a rock, covering him with His hand until He passed by.

▪ Exodus 33:23; “Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face 
shall not be seen.”



▪ Exodus 34:1–2; The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like 
the first, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, 
and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain.

▪ Exodus 34:5; The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the LORD [YHWH].

▪ Exodus 34:6–7 (NIV84), And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, 
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 
generation.”



▪ Hebrew: rǎ·ḥûm sympathy, compassion  -- ESV translates it: merciful

▪ Examples in the OT: Exod 34:6; Deut 4:31; 2 Chron 30:9; Neh 9:17, 31; Ps 78:38; 
86:15; 103:8; 111:4; 112:4; 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2

▪ This root refers to deep love (usually of a “superior” for an “inferior”) rooted in 
some “natural” bond. 

▪ [Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament]

▪ This root is frequently used of God. 

▪ It describes the strong tie God has with those whom he has called as his children (Ps 
103:13) “As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to 
those who fear him.”

▪ God looks upon his own as a father looks upon his children; he has pity on them (Mic 
7:19) “He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will 
cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”



▪ Luke 7:11–17; Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a 
great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a 
man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he 
came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young 
man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus 
gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A 
great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this 
report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding 
country.



▪ The most common verb used in the Greek New Testament to refer to God’s 
compassion is splanchnizomai. 
▪ This verb is used twelve times. 

▪ In two separate parables Jesus uses this verb to refer to God’s compassion in saving 
and forgiving sinners (Matt. 18:27 and Luke 15:20). 

▪ The remainder of the uses of this verb all refer to compassion as the major motivation 
for Jesus’ healing and miracles.

▪ What is the origin of splanchnizomai?

▪ The nominal form of this word originally referred to the inner parts of a man, the 
heart, liver, and so on. It could be used of the inward parts of a sacrificial animal, 
but it became common to use this word in reference to the lower parts of the 
abdomen, the intestines, and especially the womb 

▪ ---(Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, eds. Gerhard Kittel and Gerhard 
Friedrich [Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1971] 7:548).



▪ Luke indicates that Nain 
may have been a large 
settlement, not merely a 
small rural village of 
Galilee. 

▪ 3 times it is called a city, 
not a village

▪ The graveyard is to the 
east of the city, along 
the road that winds its 
way down to 
Capernaum, Jesus’ 
home base

▪ It is about 6 miles 
southeast of Nazareth

Nain



Nain – where 

Jesus raises the 

only son of a 

widow (Luke 7:11–

17)



Shunem – where Elisha 

raising the only son of a 

woman and her elderly 

husband (2 Kgs 4:8–37).



Elijah raised a widow’s 

only son in Zarephath (1 

Kgs 17:8–24)



Action Elijah Elisha Jesus

Raise an only Son 1 Kings 17:12 2 Kings 4:16-17 Luke 7:12

Upper room on the 

prophet’s own bed

1 Kings 17:19 2 Kings 4:21

The prophet 

stretched himself out 

upon the dead boy 

multiple times

3 Times – 1 Kings 

17:21

2 times – 2 Kings 4:34-

35

Afterward, each 

prophet restored the 

son to his mother

1 Kings 17:23 2 Kings 4:36-37 Luke 7:15



Action Elijah Jesus

Spoke to a widow at 

the city gate

1 Kings 17:10 Luke 7:12

Felt compassion for 

her dire situation

1 Kings 17:20 Luke 7:12

Raised her only son 1 Kings 17:22 Luke 7:12

Gave the son to the 

Mother

1 Kings 17:23 Luke 7:15

Afterward the prophet 

is recognized as from 

God

1 Kings 17:24 Luke 7:16



▪ The “bier” or “coffin” was simply an 
open coffin or a flat wooden frame, 
on which the body of the dead was 
carried from the house to the grave.

▪ A body was not embalmed but was 
buried the day of death.

▪ The procession of mourners is led by 
professional mourning women, who 
mourn with very loud shrieks and 
lamentations.



▪ Jesus, his disciples, and a great crowd are walking into Nain.

▪ He sees a funeral procession.

▪ A corpse is probably being taken to the location where it will be buried.

▪ It is the body of a young man who was the only son of a widow.

▪ His mother probably was facing hardship – no husband and no male heir to take care of 
her.

▪ When the Lord saw her, “he had compassion on her.”

▪ Does she know who he is?

▪ She does not ask Jesus to raise her son.

▪ Jesus takes the initiative and tells her, “Do not weep.”

▪ Jesus then speaks the corpse, 



▪ Luke 7:13; And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, 
“Do not weep.”

▪ Jesus singles out the widow in the confusion of two colliding crowds and when he 
sees her, he had compassion on her.

▪ What did she look like?

▪ What caused her young son’s death?

▪ Does she blame herself for not being able to take care of him?

▪ She has mourned the loss of a husband and now mourns the loss of her only son.

▪ Does she feel like Naomi after she buries her husband and two sons?

▪ Ruth 1:20; She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has 
dealt very bitterly with me.

▪ What did Jesus’ compassion look like?



▪ Luke 7:13; And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, 
“Do not weep.”

▪ “Stop crying” usually makes the top 10 of things not to say to someone who has lost 
a loved one.

▪ Why does Jesus say “Do not weep”?

▪ What did she think when she first heard those words?

▪ Confusion combined with anger – what do you mean “Do not weep”, I just lost my only 
son!

▪ Jesus knows what he is about to do, but she does not.

▪ That difference in knowledge gives Jesus hope while she still suffers in despair.

▪ Isn’t this the way it is with us as well?



▪ Luke 7:14; Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And 
he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.”

▪ Respect for the dead led to a right-of-way in traffic, so Jesus’ crowd has likely 
divided and pulled off to the sides to let the widow and her dead son pass. 

▪ At this point Jesus stops the funeral by quietly touching the bier.



▪ Luke 7:15; And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his 
mother.

▪ I wonder what he said?

▪ Jesus has not lost focus on the son’s mother.

▪ He takes her son by the hand, helps him off the bier, and walks him over to his 
mother.

▪ I wonder if her tears of grief are now tears of joy!



▪ Luke 7:16–17

▪ Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen 
among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread 
through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.



THE PATTERN OF 
COMPASSION

▪ Luke 7:13–14; And when the Lord saw 
her, he had compassion on her and said 
to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came 
up and touched the bier, and the bearers 
stood still. And he said, “Young man, I 
say to you, arise.”

▪ Look

▪ Feel

▪ Act



▪ Luke 10:29–35

▪ But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31

Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed 
by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and 
bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own 
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, 
and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’



▪ Luke 15:18–24

▪ I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as 
one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But 
the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.



▪ Matthew 9:35–38

▪ And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”



▪ Matthew 14:14

▪ When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and 
healed their sick.



▪ Matthew 15:32–38

▪ Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd 
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am 
unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the 
disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place 
to feed so great a crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you 
have?” They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit 
down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given 
thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them 
to the crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven 
baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate were four thousand 
men, besides women and children.



▪ Mark 6:34–44

▪ 34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them 
many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is 
a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to go into the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But 
he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall 
we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 
And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they 
had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit 
down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and 
by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven 
and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set 
before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all 
ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces 
and of the fish. 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.



▪ Matthew 20:29–34

▪ And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And behold, there 
were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was 
passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd 
rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have 
mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do 
you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34

And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight 
and followed him.



▪ Mark 1:40–42

▪ And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you 
can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched 
him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, 
and he was made clean.



▪ All around us, there are

▪ grieving souls who mourn not only death, but the loss of a relationship. 

▪ rejected men, women, and children who feel worthless. 

▪ the betrayed who are so wounded they fear they can never trust again. 

▪ the depressed for whom a single positive thought is an impossibility.

▪ Beginning tonight, will you

▪ Look?

▪ Feel?

▪ Act?

▪ Make compassion your passion!


