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(Chart from “Could It Be This Simple?” A Biblical Model for 
Healing the Mind by Timothy R. Jennings, M.D.)
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Temptation 
• Definition: 

• Nasah – test, try, prove, tempt 
• Peirazo – put to the test, examine, try, prove, tempt 

• Used in a good sense and in a bad sense: 
• To test 
• To try to trap 
• God, Satan and Job

• For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are-- yet he did not sin. (Heb. 4:15 NIV) 



Temptation
• Does God “tempt”? 

• James 1:12-15
• Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" 

"Here I am," he replied. (Gen. 22:1 NIV) 
• He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, something your 

ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the 
end it might go well with you. (Deut. 8:16 NIV) 

• And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  
(Matt. 6:13 NIV)

• James 1:2-4
• Our response to the “test or temptation” can impact us. 



Temptation
• Matt. 4:1-4 

• What is this? Jesus deciding? Alternatives? (“There’s another way.”) 
• Deut. 8:1-5; 29:2-6 
• Jesus could do what we cannot do – does this make his temptation 

greater? 
• How will he use his power? 

• Matt. 4:5-7 
• Psalm 91:11-12 
• Deut. 6:16
• Exodus 17:1-7; Numbers 20:12-13 



Temptation
• Matt. 4:7-10 

• Deut. 6:13-19 
• Matt. 28:18 

• Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns." (Matt. 16:23 NIV)

• 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at 
my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  54 But how then 
would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?“  
(Matt. 26:53-54 NIV) 

• Matt. 27:38-44 – The testing, trying to trap, from Pharisees. 


