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▪ One God vs many gods

▪ Universal God vs local gods

▪ A God who desires to be known vs. gods who made no effort to be known

▪ Any favorable or unfavorable circumstances in Roman life could be attributed to 
the mood of certain gods, so people would likewise make offerings to the gods in 
thanks, or in an attempt to appease their tempers. 

▪ Unlike Christianity the Romans gods were seen as caring little about the morality of 
the Roman people

▪ Their chief concern was being paid tribute through very specific rituals

▪ Roman religion did not offer a community like the church

▪ Roman gods sometimes lusted after mortal women, but there was no message of 
love for all mankind 2



▪ Love is the best known but least 
understood of all God’s attributes.

▪ Recent generations: Because of the 
influence of modern liberal 
theology, many suppose that God’s 
love and goodness ultimately nullify 
His righteousness, justice, and holy 
wrath. 

▪ Past generations: People often went 
to the opposite extreme. They 
tended to think of God as stern, 
demanding, cruel, even abusive. 
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▪ John 3:13–17; “No one has ascended into 
heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have 
eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.
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▪ The Greek word “kosmos” (world) can 
refer to:

▪ Everything physical

▪ Evil/sinful people and influences

▪ All humanity

▪ John 3:17 – Jesus was sent into the 
world and part of the world would be 
condemned and part of the world 
would be saved.

▪ God so loved everyone

▪ Those who would believe and be 
saved

▪ Those who would not believe and be 
condemned
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GOD SO LOVE THE 
WORLD

▪ Ephesians 2:4–5; “But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, 5 even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—”

▪ 1 John 4:9–10; “In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we have loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.”
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God’s love for the world is not just 
the love of a group

God loves us individually

Jesus’ life demonstrates this love
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JESUS LOVED DEEPLY 
FLAWED INDIVIDUALS
▪ He seems to plan to meet the 

Samaritan woman (John 4)

▪ Jesus allowed the sinful woman to wash 
his feet with her tears, wipe them dry 
with her hair, and anoint him with the 
contents of an alabaster jar (John 7:36-
50).

▪ Luke 15:1–2; Now the tax collectors 
and sinners were all drawing near to 
hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.”
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▪ Consider the differences between Jesus and sinners

▪ He was God in the flesh

▪ He was without sin

▪ Consider what they had in common with Jesus

▪ All were human

▪ All had been tempted

▪ Hebrews 4:15; For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.
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▪ Joseph was a carpenter 
(Matthew 13:55).

▪ Jesus is called a carpenter 
(Mark  6:3)

▪ The Greek word 
“tekton”means a construction 
worker

▪ It could mean someone 
who works with bronze or 
stone

▪ Justin (2nd century ad) 
wrote that Joseph made 
“plows and yokes”
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• About 4 miles from Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth was 

the major city of Sepphoris, Herod Antipas’ capital.

• It would have provided jobs for tradesmen of all kinds.



▪ We don’t know when or why Joseph disappears from the NT.

▪ It is assumed that he died.

▪ Sometime between the trip to Jerusalem when Jesus was 12 years old and when Jesus’ 
ministry started at age 30.

▪ As the oldest son, Jesus would have taken on Joseph’s work to provide for his large family.

▪ 4 brothers and at least 2 sisters (Matt. 13:55-56, Mark 6:3), Mary and Jesus.

▪ William Barklay wrote, “He knows the difficulty of making ends meet; He knows the difficulty 
of the ill-mannered customer and the client who will not pay his bills. He knew all the 
difficulty of living together in an ordinary home and in a big family.”

▪ Jesus’ hardships may have provided a common perspective with others who suffered 
through this life’s hardships.
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▪ John 4:3–9

▪ “he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 And he had to pass 
through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 
near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well 
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from Samaria 
came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his 
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, 
a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)”
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▪ Jews generally went the long way 
around to avoid Samaria, but Jesus 
“had to” pass through Samaria

▪ Jews and Samaritans had a 
complicated past with strained social 
relations in the present

▪ Her life with 5 husbands and a man 
who is not her husband seems to be a 
life full of failed love

▪ None of this prevented Jesus from 
demonstrating the love of God by 
offering a Samaritan woman living 
water
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▪ That he spoke to a Samaritan woman at all is 
astonishing

▪ A Samaritan

▪ A woman

▪ A woman leading an immoral life

▪ If this were at a well in Judea and a typical 
village woman were asked by a rabbi for a 
drink of water, we would expect her to quietly 
draw water, give him the drink without 
making eye contact, and then return to the 
village to tell her friends

▪ In a sense, Jesus is at her mercy if he wants to 
get a drink of water
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▪ John 4:9–12; The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11

The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, 
and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.”
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▪ John 4:13–15; Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give him will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have 
to come here to draw water.”

▪Breakthrough moment!
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▪ John 4:16–18; Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The 
woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now 
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.”

▪ Jesus does two things:

▪ Proves to her that he is a prophet by revealing details about her life that no Judean 
stranger would know

▪ Raises the sin that would keep her from receiving the living water

▪ Jesus tells her, “How can I give you living water if you are drinking from wells that 
don’t satisfy?” 
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▪ John 4:19–20; The woman said to him, “Sir, I 
perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.”

▪ She complimented Jesus, changed the subject, 
and tried to start an argument.
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JESUS ANSWERS 
HER QUESTION

▪ John 4:21–24; Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father. 22 You worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.”
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▪ John 4:25–26; The woman said to him, “I 
know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell 
us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.”

▪ She knows that the Messiah will “tell us all 
things.

▪ She has heard Jesus tell her things no 
ordinary person would know.

▪ She is coming to the conclusion that this 
man is the Messiah.

▪ Jesus confirms that he is the Messiah.
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HOW DID JESUS 
DEMONSTRATE 
THE LOVE OF 
GOD TO THE 
SAMARITAN 

WOMAN?

▪ Respect, not condescension

▪ Bold conversation – not taking her 
challenges personally

▪ Describing how the gift of living water 
was better than anything she has 
experienced.

▪ Honesty about sin that would prevent 
her from receiving what God offers

▪ Jesus proved to her that there was 
nothing she could hide from him

▪ He had the answers to her questions

▪ When her heart and mind were ready, he 
revealed to her his identity
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JESUS DEMONSTRATES THE LOVE OF GOD 
TO A SINFUL WOMAN
▪ Luke 7:36–39; One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the 

Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a 
sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought 
an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she 
began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and 
kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have 
known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”

▪ Luke 7:44–46; Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, 
but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
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▪ Luke 7:40–47; And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A certain moneylender had two 
debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not 
pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43

Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And 
he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman he said 
to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for 
my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You 
gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46

You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47

Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But 
he who is forgiven little, loves little.”
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FORGIVENESS, 
SALVATION AND PEACE
▪ Luke 7:48–50; And he said to her, “Your 

sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were 
at table with him began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this, who even 
forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the 
woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.”
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HOW DOES JESUS 
DEMONSTRATE 
THE LOVE OF 
GOD TO THIS 

SINFUL WOMAN?

▪He allows her to approach him

▪He is not worried about the 
opinions of people like Simon

▪He sees the woman, not just a 
sinner

▪Her actions are interpreted in the 
present and not biased from her 
past

▪He knows that what she most 
needs is forgiveness, salvation and 
peace
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▪ John 8:2–6; Early in the morning he came 
again to the temple. All the people came 
to him, and he sat down and taught them. 
3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a 
woman who had been caught in adultery, 
and placing her in the midst 4 they said to 
him, “Teacher, this woman has been 
caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the 
Law, Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. So what do you say?” 6 This they 
said to test him, that they might have 
some charge to bring against him. Jesus 
bent down and wrote with his finger on 
the ground.
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▪ John 8:6–9; “This they said to test 
him, that they might have some 
charge to bring against him. Jesus 
bent down and wrote with his 
finger on the ground. 7 And as they 
continued to ask him, he stood up 
and said to them, “Let him who is 
without sin among you be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” 8 And once 
more he bent down and wrote on 
the ground. 9 But when they heard 
it, they went away one by one, 
beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the 
woman standing before him.”
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▪ John 8:10–11; Jesus stood up and said to 
her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, 
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no 
more.”

▪ The self-righteous men who brought the 
woman used her as nothing more than a 
prop in their plan to trap Jesus.

▪ Jesus demonstrates the love of God by 
treating her as a person, not a prop.

▪ Jesus declined to condemn her, but this 
does not mean that he countenanced her 
sin.
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▪ He treated her like a person, not a prop

▪ He did not let the opinion of others influence his opinion of her

▪ He did not ignore the sin that could prevent her from receiving salvation
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