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According to the Bible
and the Founders…

Purpose of
Government?

“Unalienable
rights”?

Capital
punishment?

Qualifications for
political leaders?

Purpose of
taxation?

Socialism? Welfare?

Bible definition
of “poor”?

Illegal
immigration?

Treatment of
“Native Americans”?



BLESSED
is the Nation



CENTRAL CONCEPTS PERTAINING TO GOD & GOVERNMENT

1. The Purpose of Government = to 
secure the peoples’ rights by providing 
protection and punishing criminals so 
we can be free to pursue virtue.2. The Punishment of Criminals = 

God insists that the government 
punish criminals in accordance with 
the penalties He prescribes, in 
particular, capital punishment.

3. Source of Civil Law = rooted in 
and based upon God’s laws in 
Scripture.



CENTRAL CONCEPTS PERTAINING TO GOD & GOVERNMENT

4. Unalienable Rights = rights given 
by God to all humans which cannot 
be forfeited nor taken by others 
without God’s approval.

5. The Purpose of Taxation = to 
enable the government to

fulfill only its singular purpose.

6. Socialism is unbiblical = the govern-
ment has no right to take monies from 
some citizens and give to those it 
deems worthy/needy.



Quibbles

1. The early church did not practice 

“Christian socialism.”

2. Jesus’ feeding of multitudes was not 

socialism. All miracles had the singular 

purpose to confirm the Word.

3. Abuses of capitalism (e.g., the Temple) do 

not discredit the inherent approval the 

Bible gives to capitalistic activity (Mt. 20:13-15) 



Under the Law of Moses, was 
there a government agency (IRS) 
appointed to collect monies from 
some citizens in order to 
distribute to other citizens?

Did the 
Israelites 
pay taxes?

NO!

YES!



The Law of Moses enjoined a flat tax 
of 10% across the board
for all citizens.

“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to 
the LORD. If a man wants at all to redeem any of his 
tithes, he shall add one-fifth to it. And concerning the 
tithe of the herd or the flock, of whatever passes under 
the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. He shall 
not inquire whether it is good or bad, nor shall he 
exchange it; and if he exchanges it at all, then both it and 
the one exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not be 
redeemed.”

Leviticus 27:30-33 (cf. Deut. 14:22-27)

Tithes consisted 

of produce 

(anything grown 

from the field) 

and firstborn 

animals.



What was the 10% tax used for?

“Behold, I have given the children of
Levi all the tithes in Israel as an
inheritance in return for the work
which they perform, the work of the
tabernacle of meeting.”

Numbers 18:21

The citizens at large?
The poor?

❖Salary for the Levites/priests

NO!Tithes were taken to the 

tabernacle/temple and 

turned over to the Levites.

Deuteronomy 12:5-6,11



IF SOCIALISM IS CONTRARY 

TO BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES…

How does God want us 

to care for the poor?

If  it is not the purpose of  the FEDERAL

government to provide welfare...
We must first define 

“poor” and “poverty”

according to the Bible.



True Poverty?
The so-called “War on 

Poverty” launched in the 
1960s assumed its own 

definition of “poverty”—
rather than God’s.

Before 

examining the 

Bible definition 

of “poor,” 

consider history.



Charles 
Dickens 
depicts 

poverty in 
inner 

cities of 
the world.







The Prince 

and the 

Pauper





Allied bombing raid over Europe

Poor mother and 
children during 

the Great 
Depression
Elm Grove, 
Oklahoma

1936

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/61/Poor_mother_and_children,_Oklahoma,_1936_by_Dorothea_Lange.jpg


Dorothea Lange’s 
“Migrant Mother” 

depicts destitute pea 
pickers in California, 

centering on Florence 
Owens Thompson, 
age 32, a mother of 
seven children, in 

Nipomo, California, 
March 1936

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/Lange-MigrantMother02.jpg


Children of migrant 
cotton field workers from 
Sweetwater, Oklahoma. 

Eight children in the 
family. Note the housing. 
Near Casa Grande project, 

Pinal County, Arizona

Dorothea Lange - Farm Security Administration - Office of War Information Photograph Collection Library 
of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, DC LC-USF34- 016828-C







“Cook stove”

Built-in wood stove cooking food

“Cream Separater”

A West Virginia man 
informed me that these 

inventions were “modern” 
at the time and considered 

“up town.”

Boy constructs a stove in Senegal

Typical for 
most of the 
world for
most of
history.





Outside 
the U.S.

Slums built on swamp land near a garbage 
dump in East Cipinang, Jakarta Indonesia.

Courtesy: Jonathan McIntosh



Children

in Uganda

East African children

True poverty











Children obviously well fed,
groomed, clothed

Mother well dressed & groomed
Expensive stroller



Wearing nice clothes
Nice, warm bedding
Groomed hair
Well fed physiques
Sitting around

collecting handouts
Can afford tattoos



Some “street people” are those who have been turned out of insane 
asylums and mental institutions where they received medications 
for their mental illness.



We are 
blinded by 

our 
affluence! 



The vast majority of the 

poor of the world have no 

refrigerator, no television, 

no stove/oven, no AC, no 

phone, no washer, nor a 

host of other amenities that 

we consider necessities.
Most Americans did not have them before 1950!



The Truth:

Most Americans live better 

than the richest men

of history.

Consider these…



He amassed great wealth and possessions. He had countless servants, herds, and flocks. 
He acquired “silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces” 
(Ecc. 2:8). He accumulated tons upon tons of gold, as well as great quantities of spices 
and precious stones. The drinking vessels in his palace were gold as well (1 Kgs. 9:28; 
10:14-21).

His throne was made of ivory, overlaid with pure gold. Two lions stood beside the 
armrests. Six steps lead up to the throne with 12 lions, one on each side of the six 
steps. Every three years merchant ships arrived bringing more gold, silver, ivory, 
and exotic animals.
The inspired writer gives this summary of King Solomon’s wealth: he “surpassed 
all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom” (1 Kgs. 10:18-23).

King Solomon



Ruled Rome
with Julius Caesar
as part of the first 

Triumvirate
Marcus 
Licinius
Crassus 

115-53 B.C. Amassed fortune 
between

$200 million
and $20 billion



The Richest Person in History
The tenth Mansa (which means King 
of Kings), Mansa Musa I (1280-1331). 
This West African Malian Empire 
ruler made his fortune by producing 
more than half the world’s supply of 
salt and gold. Worth around $400 
billion.

A depiction of Mansa Musa holding a 
gold nugget, from the Catalan Atlas.

Decided one year to 
make the Islamic Hajj 
to Mecca. His journey 
required a retinue of 

60,000 people in 
addition to 12,000 

slaves. Everything that 
wasn’t actually 

covered in gold was 
transporting gold.



William the Conqueror
(1028-1087)

Invaded/Seized 
England—1st
Norman King

Reigned for
more than

20 years (1066-1087)

Built wealth
equivalent to
$229.5 billion.

have-ever-lived/



Manchu official of the Qing Dynasty
One of wealthiest people in modern Chinese history

Wealth estimated at $52 billion in silver
3,000 rooms in his estates and mansions
8,000 acres of land
42 bank branches, 75 pawnbroker branches
60,000 taels of copper alloyed gold
100 large ingots of pure gold
56,600 medium silver ingots
9,000,000 small silver ingots
58,000 livres/pounds of foreign currency
1,500,000 copper coins
600 lb of top-quality Jilin ginseng
1,200 jade charms
230 pearl bracelets (each cherry sized)
10 large pearls (each apricot sized)

Heshen (Chinese: 和珅)
1746-1799

10 large ruby crystals
40 large sapphire crystals
40 tables of solid-silver eating utensils (10 per 
table)
40 tables of solid-gold eating utensils (10 per 
table)
11 coral rocks (each over a yard in height)
14,300 bolts of fine silk
20,000 sheets of fine sheep-fur wool
550 fox hides, 850 raccoon dog hides, 56,000

sheep and cattle hides of varying thickness
7,000 sets of fine clothing
361,000 bronze and tin vases and vessels
100,000 porcelain vessels made by famous 
masters
24 highly decorative solid-gold beds (each with 8

different types of inlaid gemstones)
460 top-quality European clocks
606 servants, 600 women in his harem



Most Americans live better 

than the richest people

of human history.
The richest, most powerful people in human 

history had no—

✓ Electricity in their palaces/castles

that powered heating, cooling, lighting, 

refrigerators, radios, TVs, computers, etc.

✓ Indoor plumbing: running water, sinks, showers,

baths, toilets

✓ Automobiles, buses, bicycles, motorcycles, etc.





http://www.breitbart.com/Big-
Government/2013/09/11/Americans-in-
Poverty-Have-TVs-VCRs-Cell-Phones-Air-
Conditioning



http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2011/07/what-is-poverty

➢ The typical “poor” household, as defined by the government, 
has a car and air conditioning, two color televisions, cable or 
satellite TV, a DVD player, and a VCR. If there are children, 
especially boys, the family has a game system, such as an Xbox 
or PlayStation. 

➢ In the kitchen, the household has a refrigerator, an oven and 
stove, and a microwave. Other household conveniences 
include a clothes washer, clothes dryer, ceiling fans, a cordless 
phone, and a coffee maker. 

➢ The home of the typical poor family is in good repair and is 
not overcrowded. In fact, the typical average poor American 
has more living space in his home than the average (non-
poor) European has. 

➢ By its own report, the typical poor family was not hungry, was 
able to obtain medical care when needed, and had sufficient 
funds during the past year to meet all essential needs.



World Poverty Statistics

Percentage of World Population that lives 
on less than $2.50 a day 

50%

Total number of people that live on less 
than $2.50 a day

3 Billion

Total Percentage of People that live on less 
than $10 a day 

80%

Total Number of children that die each day 
due to Poverty 

22,000

http://www.statisticbrain.com/world-poverty-statistics/

We Americans—no matter 
how little we have or earn—

have no real idea what 
poverty is. We are RICH 

compared to the rest
of the world!

In your lifetime, have you 
personally known anyone 

who died from starvation in 
this country?The poorest 

Americans are RICH 
compared to

the rest
of the world—and 

the entirety of 
human history!



So we must define terms 
before we can arrive at 
truth.

We must make certain that 
we are defining a term the 
same way God does.

How does 
God define 
the word 
“poor”?



In Reality—

We humans have need of only 
3 basic necessities for life:

✓ Food
✓ Clothes
✓ Shelter

1 Timothy 6:8—
“And having food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content.”
Cf. Job 31:16-20

Here is the 
biblical 

definition 
of “poor”!

Inadequate
food and 
clothing. “Poor” is wearing rags, not 

knowing where next meal 
will come from, and having 

no roof over one’s head.

We Americans are so 
prosperous that we 
define “poor” as not 
having the luxury 

that we have.
That is an incorrect 
and unbiblical view. 



Job 22:6-9 (Reasons Eliphaz insisted that

Job was wicked)—

“For you have taken pledges from your 

brother for no reason, and stripped the 

naked of their clothing. 

You have not given the weary water to drink, 

and you have withheld bread from the 

hungry.… You have sent widows away 

empty, and the strength of the fatherless was 

crushed.”



“All the poor of the land are forced to hide. Indeed, 

like wild donkeys in the desert, they go out to their 

work, seeking diligently for food. The wilderness 

yields food for them and for their children. They 

gather their fodder in the field and glean in the 

vineyard of the wicked. They spend the night naked, 

without clothing, and have no covering in the cold. 

They are wet with the showers of the mountains, and 

huddle around the rock for want of shelter. Some 

snatch the fatherless from the breast, and take a 

pledge from the poor. They cause the poor to go 

naked, without clothing; and they take away the 

sheaves from the hungry.”

Job 24:4-10 (Job describes the wicked)



Job 31:16-20 (Job’s claim to faithfulness)—

“If I have kept the poor from their desire,

Or caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 

Or eaten my morsel by myself, so that the 

fatherless may not eat of it… 

If I have seen anyone perish for lack of 

clothing, or any poor man without covering; 

If his heart has not blessed me, and if he 

was not warmed with the fleece of my 

sheep.”



Genesis 28:20-21

“Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God 
will be with me, and keep me in this way 
that I am going, and give me bread to eat 
and clothing to put on, so that I come 
back to my father’s house in peace, then 
the LORD shall be my God.’”

bread
clothing 

What may 

we expect 

from God?

shelter



Deuteronomy 10:18—

“He administers justice for the 
fatherless and the widow, and 
loves the stranger, giving him 
food and clothing.”



Isaiah 32:6-7—

“For the foolish person will speak 

foolishness, and his heart will work 

iniquity: to practice ungodliness, to utter 

error against the LORD, to keep the 

hungry unsatisfied, and he will cause the 

drink of the thirsty to fail. Also the 

schemes of the schemer are evil; he 

devises wicked plans to destroy the poor 

with lying words, even when the needy 

speaks justice.”

Isaiah 41:17—

“The poor and needy seek water, but 

there is none, their tongues fail for thirst.”



Ezekiel 18:5,16-17 (a just man)—

“But if a man is just and does what is 

lawful and right…; If he has not 

oppressed anyone, but has restored 

to the debtor his pledge; has robbed 

no one by violence, but has given his 

bread to the hungry and covered the 

naked with clothing…. Who has 

withdrawn his hand from the poor 

and not received usury or increase.”



Matthew 6:25,31—

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink; nor about your body, 
what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food and the body more than 
clothing?... Therefore do not worry, 
saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What 
shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?’”



Matthew 6:32-33—

“For your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things. 

But seek first the kingdom of 

God and His righteousness, and 

all these things shall be added to 
you?”

Cell phones?

Cars? TVs?

Houses?



Romans 12:20; Proverbs 25:21—

“If your enemy is hungry, 

feed him; If he is thirsty, 

give him a drink; For in so 

doing you will heap coals 

of fire on his head.”



James 2:15-16—

“If a brother or sister is naked 
and destitute of daily food, and 
one of you says to them, ‘Depart 
in peace, be warmed and filled,’ 
but you do not give them the 
things which are needed for the 
body, what does it profit?”

FOOD

CLOTHES



Deuteronomy 10:18
Job 22:6-9; 24:4-10
Job 31:16-20
Proverbs 25:21; 30:8-9
Isaiah 32:6-7; 58:7
Ezekiel 18:7
Matthew 6:25,31-36;
Matthew 25:35-33
Romans 12:20
1 Corinthians 13:3
1 Timothy 6:8
James 2:15-16

“Poverty” 

The BibIe

defines 

“poor” 

clearly and 

precisely.



The Bible
Definition—

Lacking the 3 basic
necessities for life:

“Poverty” 

Food
Clothes

Shelter

Anyone starving

in America?

Anyone naked

in America?

Anyone 

unsheltered

in America?



One of the
greatest travesties perpetrated 
by the Federal government on 
the citizens of the United 
States—
instilling in the minds of many 
Americans the inaccurate, 
unjust definition of “poor.”

“Poverty” 



According to the Bible
and the Founders…

Purpose of
Government?

“Unalienable
rights”?

Capital
punishment?

Qualifications for
political leaders?

Purpose of
taxation?

Socialism? Welfare?

Bible definition
of “poor”?

Illegal
immigration?

Treatment of
“Native Americans”?



In stark contrast to the biblical 
definition of “poor,” our Federal 

government advocates a 
completely different definition.

The Federal gov’t. defines poverty 
subjectively rather than 

objectively—by comparing
citizens with each other.



The most common measure of poverty in the 
U.S. is the “poverty threshold” set by the U.S. 
Government.

“Poverty Threshold” = a lack of those goods 
and services commonly taken for granted 
by members of mainstream society.



2020

POVERTY GUIDELINES FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES 

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

PERSONS IN FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD POVERTY GUIDELINE

1 $12,760

2 $17,240

3 $21,720

4 $26,200

5 $30,680

6 $35,160

7 $39,640

8 $44,120

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines

More than a third of the 

world’s population lives 

on less than $2 a day. 



“Relative poverty” views poverty as socially 

defined and dependent on social context.

“Relative poverty” is defined as having 

significantly less income and wealth than 

other members of society.

Hence, “relative poverty” is intended to 

measure—not poverty—but “income 

inequality.”

“Relative Poverty” 



“Relative Poverty” 

Let’s say you make $50,000 per year 

and I make $20,000 per year.

That is a “significant” difference that 

causes me to be considered by the 

government and society as “poor.”



Poverty is therefore defined strictly in 

terms of how much one has compared

to others.

It therefore fluctuates without a 

person doing anything.

Today you may be considered “rich,” but 

tomorrow you may be deemed “poor.”

“Relative Poverty” 

“Poverty” in America has 

nothing to do with whether 

you are—

(1) hungry

(2) without clothing, or

(3) have shelter.



Starting in the 1980s, “relative poverty” 

rates in the U.S. have consistently 

exceeded those of other wealthy nations.

That means that we consider many more 

people in our country as “poor” that other 

countries do not consider to be poor.

More importantly, whom God

does not consider to be poor.

“Relative Poverty” 



Observe that defining “poverty” 
by income does not take into 
account a person’s decisions
about use of income—which 
generally determines one’s 
economic condition, i.e., 
whether he/she is “poor.”



Insert Obama’s “redistributive justice”

By defining “poor” as a certain level of 
income—rather than in terms of ability to care 
for self—we leave the impression that amount 
of possessions/conveniences define poverty, 
rather than food and clothes.

That then leads us towards socialism/
“redistributive justice”—thinking that
“caring for the poor” means that we
must try to rectify “income inequality”
by equalizing everyone, bringing
everyone to the same economic status.

[remind about Founders’ 

statements that everyone can 

be equally free

in ability, ambition, or income, 

etc.]



Insert Obama’s “redistributive justice”

[remind about Founders’ 

statements that everyone can 

be equally free

in ability, ambition, or income, 

etc.]

This goal is an 
unbiblical
objective.

It violates several 
Bible principles.

We must not define “poor” as
“anyone who has less than me.”



Reasons why some lack sufficient means to function comfortably

1. Mismanagement of money/resources

2. Choice of education/profession
Rock band

Teacher

Preacher

3. Economy—loss of job (through no fault

of self, e.g., layoffs)

What you buy

How much you buy

Whether you save

Won’t make

surgeon money

None of these causes should be 

subject to government intervention!

The person who drops out of 

high school and then complains 

that he is “poor” refuses to face 

the consequences of his own 

actions. 



Causes of Poverty According to God in Proverbs

1. Laziness/sloth/inactivity/not working/idleness/too
much sleep/indolence/talking

2. Slackness/not being diligent and attentive to what
needs to be done

3. Lack of wisdom/failure to be frugal/foolish use of
resources

4. Frivolity/love of pleasure/fun/physical stimulation/ 
alcohol/gluttony

5. Dishonesty/theft
6. Covetousness/desire for someone else to supply needs
7. Fear: afraid to roll up sleeves and “go for it”
8. Stingy/non-generous
9. Refusal to be corrected

Observe that all 9 of 

these causes have to 

do with personal 

responsibility.

Such persons 

cannot blame 

God, the 

government, or 

their fellowman.
In America, anyone can get 

ahead—if willing to work hard.



Treatment of the Vulnerable in Society under the Law of Moses 

1. Lend money to poor without charging interest. 
2. Neither favor nor disfavor the poor in disputes. 
3. Do not make a profit on food sold to the poor. 

5. Lend money to poor even if year of release is near. 
4. Should be few/no poor in a land blessed by God. 

6. Don’t keep a poor man’s collateral overnight. 

8. Every 7th year the poor allowed to gather what grew

naturally from a fallow field. 
9. Landowners were to leave the corners of their fields

and the leftovers for the poor, et al. to gather. 
10. Poor and rich alike were to give the same amount of

atonement offering. 
11. Poor must pay vows, though reduced to what he could afford. 

7. Pay his wages daily (vs. weekly, monthly, etc.). 

12. Poor may sell self (for debt/poverty), but he must be treated

as hired worker, and go free at Jubilee. 

13. Every third year, in addition to the Levites, foreigners, orphans,

and widows would also receive benefits from the tithes. 



God’s Law under Moses 

required the poor to take far 

more responsibility for their 

circumstances than our 

government in America expects 

the “poor” to take.

SUMMARY



Many Americans desperately need a 
reality check heralded from pulpits that 
no one owes any of us a living.

The benefit of living in a free 
country is that we have the freedom 
to provide for ourselves without 
interference and opposition.

God expects us to take
responsibility for ourselves!

Both the Founders and the Bible 

make clear that everyone can be 

equally free—but not equal in 

ability, ambition, or income, etc.

Most of those things depend on 

the amount of effort and energy a 

person is willing to expend.



John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address, 

January 20, 1961

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what 

your country can do for you — ask what 

you can do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not 

what America will do for you, but what 

together we can do for the freedom of man.

John F. Kennedy’s
Inaugural Address

January 20, 1961
“And so, my fellow
Americans: ask not what
your country can do for
you—ask what you can
do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the
world: ask not what
America will do for you,
but what together we
can do for the freedom
of man.”



The Solutions—all biblical!

I. Restore the family as God intended!

II. Stop the immorality: stealing, lying, 

fornicating, begging, idleness, etc.

III. Reinstate the work ethic

➢ 1 man/1 woman/married for life (no “shacking up”)—no illegitimate children

➢ Husband take responsibility for providing for his family

➢ End unscriptural divorce

➢ Discipline children

“Get married before having children!”

“Finish your education!”

“Get a job!”

Bottom

Line:

Those tired of living hand-to-mouth, who want to get ahead like so many others…

Psalm 128:1-4—

Blessed is every one who fears the LORD, who 
walks in His ways. 
When you eat the labor of your hands,
You shall be happy, and it shall be well with you. 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very 
heart of your house, your children like olive 
plants all around your table. 
Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears 
the LORD.”



FUTURE LESSONS

1. The Founders & the 

Bible on Welfare

2. Illegal

Immigration?

3. What Lies

Ahead for

America?

What Does

the Bible

Say?
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BLESSED
is the Nation



SUMMARY

1. Civil government is authorized by God.

2. Its Purpose: to protect citizens/secure their rights.

3. Capital Punishment is a critical tool of government

to maintain order and eliminate evil doers.

4. Civil law should be based on God’s law.

5. Elected representatives should be godly/religious.

6. God invested each of us with unalienable rights.

7. Gov’t. should protect—not infringe—on those rights.

8. Citizens have a right to armed self-defense.

9. Socialism is contrary to Christian principles.


