
Discussion Starters

• Who, according to the Bible, is supposed to 
drive the car?

• Who, according to the Bible, is supposed to 
take out the garbage?

• How long has is been since your wife has 
called you, “Lord”?



Husbands and Wives
1 Peter 3:1-12

Tom Steed



• “As the closest human relationship, the 
relationship to one’s spouse must be most 
carefully cherished if one wishes a close 
relationship with God.”

• Davids, P. H. (1990). The First Epistle of Peter (p. 123). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.



Controlling Thought

• 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as 
foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 
desires, which wage war against your soul. 
12 Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us.



1 Peter 3:1–7 (NIV) 
Wives and Husbands
3 Wives, in the same way be 
submissive to your husbands so 
that, if any of them do not believe 
the word, they may be won over 
without words by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 when they see the 
purity and reverence of your lives.



3 Your beauty should not come 
from outward adornment, such as 
braided hair and the wearing of 
gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 

Instead, it should be that of your 
inner self, the unfading beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
of great worth in God’s sight. 



5 For this is the way the holy 
women of the past who put their 
hope in God used to make 
themselves beautiful. They were 
submissive to their own husbands, 
6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham 
and called him her master. You are 
her daughters if you do what is 
right and do not give way to fear. 



7 Husbands, in the same way be 
considerate as you live with your 
wives, and treat them with 
respect as the weaker partner and 
as heirs with you of the gracious 
gift of life, so that nothing will 
hinder your prayers. 



1 Peter 3:8–9 (NIV) 
Suffering for Doing Good
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony 
with one another; be sympathetic, 
love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult, but with 
blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a 
blessing. 



1 Peter 3:10–11 (NIV) 
10 For, 
“Whoever would love life 
and see good days 
must keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from deceitful speech. 
11 He must turn from evil and do 
good; 
he must seek peace and pursue it. 



1 Peter 3:12 (NIV) 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on 
the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil.” 



Prelude



Submission:  
Government, Church, Wives / 

Husbands, Slavery (Race), Elders
Politics: 

Submission to Government
Societal Change:  Good, Bad, Theory

Social Upheaval
Hermeneutics / Interpretation Theory

Procedures
Inconsistencies

Future of the church
Integrity

Evangelistic Potential
Liberal Churches / Decline



Physical Beauty
Modesty / Materialism / Ostentatious 

Emphasis
Other Churches: Role of Women

Church of Christ
Evangelical:  Beth Moore
Liberal Churches

Sexuality
Masculinity, Femininity, Mixed??? / Other

“Weaker Vessel”
Eternity

Neither male nor female, slave nor free, Jew 
nor Gentile Galatians 3

Marriage
Who’s in charge:  Loving each other



Questions for Today’s Church



Alternative?

• Careful, prayerful, Spirit-guided, God-directed 
study and discussion



Culture:  Three Aspects
Nero, Slavery, Role of Women 

“Weaker Vessel?”

Technological Changes

Missionary Strategy

Nature of the Text
Prescription or Accommodation



What It Said to Them…..Wives

• Be Submissive…

• Win them over without words

• Have purity and reverence in your life

• Be beautiful in spirit rather than dress



What It Said to Them…..Husbands

• Be considerate

• Treat them with respect

• They are the weaker partner so they need 
your strength

• You are co-heirs of the gift of life

• Don’t let your relationships hinder your 
prayers.



Galatians 3:26–29 (NIV) Sons of God
26 You are all sons of God through faith 
in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 



Ephesians 5:  Mutual Submission
21  Submit to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 

22 Wives, submit to your husbands 
as to the Lord. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her 



Things I Know for Sure….

• The person who is always interested in 
getting what is coming to them may actually 
get it!

• It is a big mistake to treat your spouse with 
disrespect.



Things I Know for Sure….

• “You catch more flies with honey than with 
vinegar.”

• Advice for wives:  (From Tina): The things 
that you are not willing to submit about are 
usually not really worth the fight.



John and Charles Wesley’s Mother

Augustine’s Mother



the ageless beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit. 

Gentle can also mean “humble,” 
“considerate,” or negatively, “not 

rude.” Quiet describes an attitude of 
calmness, serenity, and tranquility. 



In Christianity, we win by losing!

Matthew 19:29–30 (NLT) 

29 And everyone who has given up houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or property, for my sake, will receive 
a hundred times as much in return and will 
inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are the 
greatest now will be least important then, 
and those who seem least important now 
will be the greatest then. 











The Love of God
Samuel W. Beazley Laurene Highfield 
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Freely, Freely
#635



1.
God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name;
And in Jesus' name I come to you 
To share His love as He told me to;

1 - Freely, Freely - 635

Words and Music: Carol Owens
Copyright © 1972 Bud John Songs, Inc. (ASCAP)

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



1 - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



He said, "Freely, freely you have received -
Freely, freely give;
Go in My name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live."

c - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



c - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



2.
All power is given in Jesus' name,
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name;
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power  as He told me to:

2 - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™

Words and Music: Carol Owens
Copyright © 1972 Bud John Songs, Inc. (ASCAP)



2 - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



He said, "Freely, freely you have received -
Freely, freely give;
Go in My name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live."

c - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



c - Freely, Freely - 635

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



1 Peter 3:1–7 (NIV) 
Wives and Husbands
3 Wives, in the same way be 
submissive to your husbands so 
that, if any of them do not believe 
the word, they may be won over 
without words by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 when they see the 
purity and reverence of your lives.



3 Your beauty should not come 
from outward adornment, such as 
braided hair and the wearing of 
gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 

Instead, it should be that of your 
inner self, the unfading beauty of 
a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
of great worth in God’s sight. 



5 For this is the way the holy 
women of the past who put their 
hope in God used to make 
themselves beautiful. They were 
submissive to their own husbands, 
6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham 
and called him her master. You are 
her daughters if you do what is 
right and do not give way to fear. 



7 Husbands, in the same way be 
considerate as you live with your 
wives, and treat them with 
respect as the weaker partner and 
as heirs with you of the gracious 
gift of life, so that nothing will 
hinder your prayers. 



Ice breaker: 
A) What movies have you seen 
where the substance of the plot 
was based on revenge? 
B) What made it a good movie?



1 Peter 3:8–9 (NIV) 
Suffering for Doing Good
8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony 
with one another; be sympathetic, 
love as brothers, be compassionate 
and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with 
evil or insult with insult, but with 
blessing, because to this you were 
called so that you may inherit a 
blessing. 



1 Peter 3:10–11 (NIV) 
10 For, 
“Whoever would love life 
and see good days 
must keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from deceitful speech. 
11 He must turn from evil and do 
good; 
he must seek peace and pursue it. 



1 Peter 3:12 (NIV) 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on 
the righteous 
and his ears are attentive to their 
prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against 
those who do evil.” 



1 Peter 3:13–16 (NIV) 
13 Who is going to harm you if you are 
eager to do good? 14 But even if you 
should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; 
do not be frightened.” 15 But in your 
hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. 



But do this with gentleness and 
respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who 
speak maliciously against your 
good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander. 



Exodus 21:23–25 (NIV) 
23 But if there is serious injury, you 
are to take life for life, 24 eye for 
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for 
burn, wound for wound, bruise for 
bruise. 



Something of vengeance I had 
tasted for the first time; as 
aromatic wine it seemed, on 
swallowing, warm and racy: its 
after-flavour, metallic and 
corroding, gave me a sensation as 
if I had been poisoned. 
* Charlotte Brontë

http://www.annabelle.net/topics/author.php?firstname=Charlotte&lastname=Bront%C3%AB


It is folly to punish your neighbor 
by fire when you live next door. 
* Publilius Syrus

http://www.annabelle.net/topics/author.php?firstname=&lastname=Publilius_Syrus


If you prick us do we not bleed? If 
you tickle us do we not laugh? If 
you poison us do we not die? And 
if you wrong us shall we not 
revenge? 
* William Shakespeare

http://www.annabelle.net/topics/author.php?firstname=William&lastname=Shakespeare


No more tears now; I will think 
upon revenge. 
* Mary Stuart (Mary Queen of 
Scots)

http://www.annabelle.net/topics/author.php?firstname=Mary&lastname=Stuart_(Mary_Queen_of_Scots)


Leviticus 19:17–18 (NIV) 
17 “ ‘Do not hate your brother in 
your heart. Rebuke your neighbor 
frankly so you will not share in his 
guilt. 
18 “ ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a 
grudge against one of your 
people, but love your neighbor as 
yourself. I am the LORD. 



Matthew 5:43-48



What topics go with “revenge”?



1. How does our society 
encourage us to take revenge?



2. Why does revenge seem like a 
good option to some?



**In verse 9, Peter tells us to 
repay evil, or insult, with blessing. 
This echoes Romans 12:21 
"overcome evil with good".

3.  Is overcoming evil with good 
and repaying evil with blessing the 
same thing? (consider the context)



Read 1 Peter 3:13-17

4. How do we actually repay evil 
with blessing? What can be done?



5. What can we do to fight our 
nature to retaliate?



The Steadfast Love of the Lord



Words and Music by Amy Bessire

The Steadfast Love of the Lord



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 1b



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 1c



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 1d



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 2a



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 2b



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 2c



The Steadfast Love of the Lord, 2d



© 1978 Amy Bessire
Slides created by:  A View Of Worship, Inc.  www.avowinc.com



Hallelujah
(Your Love is Amazing)



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing)
Words and Music by Brian Doerksen

Arr. M. Isaac Graul



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 1b



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 1c



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 1d



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 1a



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 1b



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 1c



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 1d



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 2a



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 2b



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 2c



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), 2d



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 2a



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 2b



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 2c



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 2d



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 3a



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 3b



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 3c



Hallelujah (Your Love Is Amazing), Chorus 3d



© 2000 Vineyard Songs.
Slides created by:  A View Of Worship, Inc.  www.avowinc.com



My Jesus, I Love Thee
#701



1.
My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine;
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign;
My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou;
If ever I love Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

1 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

Words by: W. R. Featherston
Music by: A. J. Gordon

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



1 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



2.
I love Thee, because Thou hast first loved me,
And purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree;
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow;
If ever I love Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

2 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

Words by: W. R. Featherston
Music by: A. J. Gordon

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



2 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



3.
In mansions of glory and endless delight, 
I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright;
I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow;
If ever I love Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

3 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

Words by: W. R. Featherston
Music by: A. J. Gordon

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



3 - My Jesus, I Love Thee - 701

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™





Bind Us Together
# 704



Bind us together, Lord; 
Bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord;
Bind us together, Lord,
Bind us together with love.
There is only one God.
There is only one King.
There is only one body,
That is why we can sing:

Words and Music by: Bob Gillman
Copyright © 1977 by Kingsway’s Thankyou Music

1 - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



1 - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



c - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



c - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



2 - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™

Words and Music by: Bob Gillman
Copyright © 1977 by Kingsway’s Thankyou Music



2 - Bind Us Together - 704

© 2001 The Paperless Hymnal™



Faithful Love
# 18



1.
Faithful love flowing down from the thorn-covered crown,
Makes me whole, saves my soul, washes whiter than snow.
Faithful love calms each fear, reaches down, dries each tear;
Hold my hand when I can't stand on my own.

1 – Faithful Love - 18

Words & Music: Ken Young
Copyright © 1993 by Hallal Music

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



1 – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



Faithful love from above
came to earth to show the Father's love.
And I'll never be the same,
for I've seen faithful love face to face,
and Jesus is His name.

c – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



c – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



2.
Faithful love is a friend just when hope seems to end,
Welcome face, sweet embrace, tender touch filled with grace.
Faithful love, endless power, living flame, Spirit's fire;
Burning bright in the night, guiding my way.

2 – Faithful Love - 18

Words & Music: Ken Young
Copyright © 1993 by Hallal Music

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



2 – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



Faithful love from above
came to earth to show the Father's love.
And I'll never be the same,
for I've seen faithful love face to face,
and Jesus is His name.

c – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



c – Faithful Love - 18

© 2002 The Paperless Hymnal™



Worship Schedule
Song Leader, Tim Hayes

Welcome & Announcements / Bob Forrester
“The Steadfast Love of the Lord”

“Hallelujah (Your Love is Amazing)”
Prayer

“My Jesus, I Love Thee” #701
Lord’s Supper
Contribution

“Bind Us Together” #704
“Faithful Love” #18

Husbands and Wives / Tom Steed
“The Love of God”

“Freely, Freely” #635
Prayer



Welcome to the 
Auburn  Church of Christ!

10/10/10

My name is Tom and I’m a sinner.




