


“Blessed is the 

nation whose 

God is the 

Lord.”
Psalm 33:12



Did God 
intend for 

humans to 
form a 

government?



1. Ordained by God

Romans 13:1—
“Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and the authorities that 
exist are appointed by God.”
1 Peter 2:13-14—
“Therefore submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme, or to 
governors, as to those who are sent by 
him.”

Jesus implied the validity of human 
government when He said:
“Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s” (Mark 12:17).



Education?
Support the poor?
Provide jobs?
Stimulus checks?
Healthcare?
Cell phone?
Disaster relief?
Electricity/Utilities?
Transportation?



1. Ordained by God

2. Central Purpose: to maintain 
order, peace, protection, safety, 
and stability in society



✓ “a terror to evil works” (Rom. 13:3)

✓ “an avenger to execute wrath on him
who does evil” (Rom. 13:4)

✓ “for the punishment of evildoers”
(1 Pet. 2:14)

✓ “praise of those who do good (1 Pet. 2:14)

1. Ordained by God

2. Central Purpose: to maintain 
order, peace, protection, safety, 
and stability in society



What is the purpose of human government?

“Therefore I exhort first of all that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

giving of thanks be made for all men, for 

kings and all who are in authority, that we 

may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 

godliness and reverence. For this is good 

and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, who desires all men to be saved and 

to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

1 Timothy 2:1-4

GOV’T

PURPOSE

of

GOV’T

EVANG-

ELISM



What is the purpose of human government?
“[W]ickedness rendered human government 

necessary to restrain the violence and injustice 

resulting from it. To facilitate the establishment 

and administration of government, the human 

race became, in the course of Providence, 

divided into separate and distinct nations. Every 

nation instituted a government, with authority 

and power to protect it against

domestic and foreign aggressions.

Each government provided for

the internal peace and security

of the nation, by laws for punish-

ing their offending subjects.”
The Life of John Jay (by William Jay)

1833, 2:393-394

John Jay 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/72/John_Jay_(Gilbert_Stuart_portrait).jpg


“It is sufficiently obvious, that persons and 
property are the two great subjects on which 
Governments are to act; and that the rights of 
persons, and the rights of property, are the objects, 
for the protection of which Government was 
instituted. These rights cannot well be separated.”

Constitution signer
Co-authored Federalist Papers

4th U.S. President

Speech at the Virginia 
Convention

1829

James Madison

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/James_Madison.jpg


“We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed, —That 
whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it 
is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness.”

To secure the rights
God gave us

To maintain
our safety

Declaration
of

Independence





God wants capital 
punishment to be invoked! 

Genesis 9:6

“Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man 
his blood shall be shed; for in the image 
of God He made man.”

Patriarchal Period

Duly constituted 
governmental 

authority

Critical Reason for Executing the Murderer: 

Man is made in God’s image!



The Law of Moses

No fewer than 18 

capital crimes!

Who authored?

The one civil law code in human 
history authored by God Himself.

Capital Punishment?
If the central purpose of civil government is 
to protect the innocent, by restraining and 
punishing the wicked, what was the central 
means God used to do so?

Mosaic Period



1. Premeditated murder (Ex. 21:12-14,22-23; Lev. 24:17; Num. 35:16-21)

2. Kidnapping (Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24:7)

3. False Witnessing (Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24:7)

4. Contempt of court (Deut. 17:8-13)

5. Striking or cursing parents (Ex. 21:15,17; Lev. 20:9; cf. Matt. 15:4)

6. Incorrigible rebelliousness (Deut. 17:12; 21:18-21)

7. Sacrificing to false gods (Ex. 22:20)

8. Violating the Sabbath (Ex. 35:2; Num. 15:32-36)

9. Blasphemy/cursing God (Lev. 24:10-16,23)

10. False prophecy/idolatry (Deut. 13:1-18)

11. Human sacrifice (Lev. 20:2)

12. Divination (Ex. 22:18; Lev. 19:26,31; 20:27; Deut. 18:9-14)

13. Adultery (Lev. 20:10-21; Deut. 22:22)

14. Bestiality (Ex. 22:19; Lev. 20:15-16)

15. Incest (Lev. 18:6-17; 20:11-12,14)

16. Homosexuality (Lev. 18:22; 20:13)

17. Premarital sex (Lev. 21:9; Deut. 22:20-21)

18. Rape engaged/married woman (Deut. 22:25-27)

Capital Crimes Under the Law of Moses

CIVIL MATTERS

RELIGIOUS MATTERS

SEXUAL MATTERS



The New Testament is

just as forthright on CP.

“…he does not bear the sword in 

vain; for he is God’s minister, an 

avenger to execute wrath on him 

who practices evil” (Romans 13:4).

God wants citizens protected!

God wants duly constituted civil 

authority to invoke the death 

penalty on those who commit 

crimes worthy of death.

capital punishment



“If I am an offender, or have 

committed anything worthy 

of death,

Acts 25:11
Paul before Porcius Festus

I do not object to 

dying.”

I do not object to 

dying.”

The New Testament is

just as forthright on CP.



Beginning in the 1960s, liberal 

philosophy took root in the 

American criminal justice system.

Focus shifted from the 

rights of the victims, to the 

rights of the perpetrator.

Crime is literally rampant.

The result?

Our prisons are full of 

incorrigible criminals.

Lawlessness reigns.

Death penalty 
nearly 

eliminated.



God wants lawbreakers called to 
account and punished in proportion 

to the magnitude of their crimes! 

Failure to do so leads to social anarchy!

God wants the honest, law-abiding, 
upstanding citizens to be protected, 
approved, and encouraged.

He wants the lawless to be disapproved, 
discouraged, and punished.

Safety in public schools?



God wants capital 
punishment to be invoked! 

CP is, perhaps, the PRIMARY means of 
preserving law and order, and 

protecting the law-abiding citizens.

Where is the 
Bible passage 
that advocates 
incarceration?



God wants capital 
punishment to be invoked! 

The Bible says CP is a deterrent.
Deuteronomy 13:11; 17:13; 19:16ff.; 21:20

“And you shall stone him with stones until 

he dies, because he sought to entice you 

away from the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, from 

the house of bondage. So all Israel shall 

hear and fear, and not again do such 

wickedness as this among you.” (D. 13:11)

“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey 

the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and who, when 

they have chastened him, will not heed them, then his father 

and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the 

elders of his city, to the gate of his city. And they shall say to the 

elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he 

will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ Then all 

the men of his city shall stone him to death with stones; so you 

shall put away the evil from among you, and all Israel shall hear 

and fear.” (D. 21:18-21)

“Because the sentence against an 

evil work is not executed speedily, 

therefore the heart of the sons of 

men is fully set in them to do evil.”

Ecclesiastes 8:11

“Moreover you shall take no ransom 

for the life of a murderer who is 

guilty of death, but he shall surely 

be put to death.”

Numbers 35:31

WHY??

“So you shall not pollute the land 

where you are; for blood defiles the 

land, and no atonement can be 

made for the land, for the blood that 

is shed on it, except by the blood of 

him who shed it. Therefore do not 

defile the land which you inhabit....”

Numbers 35:33-34



1. Flogging/beating 

Maximum of 40 stripes—Deut. 25:1-3

Penalties for Non-Capital Crimes

2. Fines

Exodus 21:19,22,30,32; 22:7,9,16-17

3. Lex Taliones

Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21

4. Exile

Numbers 35:25



But What About Incarceration/Prison?

1. Prison used as a holding cell before trial

Exodus 21:18-19 (detainment implied)

2. Prison used as a holding cell before 

sentencing (Numbers 15:32-34; Lev. 24:10-12)

3. No such thing as bail

4. No debtors’ prison—they were to work it off

(Exodus 22:26-27; Deuteronomy 24:17)

God Made No 
Provision for 
Incarceration
as in America!

“Incarceration” = sentenced to a cell 

as punishment for crime.

Think of what is 

happening in our prisons 

as a result of men being 

huddled together—from 

homosexuality to gangs 

to murder.



Where should

America’s laws

come from?



“Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments, just as

the Lord my God commanded me, that you should act

according to them in the land which you go to possess.

Therefore be careful to observe them; for this is your

wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the

peoples who will hear all these statutes, and say, ‘Surely

this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ For

what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the

Lord our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call

upon Him? And what great nation is there that has such

statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law

which I set before you this day?...You shall therefore keep

His statutes and His commandments which I command you

today, that it may go well with you and with your

children after you, and that you may prolong your days

in the land” (Deuteronomy 4:5-8,40; cf. 5:33; 6:2-3,18).



Set your hearts on all the words which I

testify among you today, which you shall

command your children to be careful to

observe—all the words of this law. For it is

not a futile thing for you, because it is

your life, and by this word you shall

prolong your days in the land

(Deuteronomy 32:46-47).



Did the Founders’ 
view the Bible as 

being of
critical

importance?



Deeply infused in the formation of the 

American Republic was the critical 

importance of the Bible.

FACT The
Founders

viewed the
Bible as

indispensable.



“One of the beautiful boasts of our municipal 

jurisprudence is that Christianity is part of 

the Common Law.... There never has been a 

period in which the Common Law did not 

recognize Christianity as lying at its founda-

tions.... I verily believe Christianity necessary 

to the support of civil society.”

The Bible is…
“the common inheritance,
not merely of Christendom,
but of the world.”

Joseph Story

U.S. Supreme Court justice

Father of American Jurisprudence



“Suppose a nation in some distant
region should take the Bible for
their only law book and every
member should regulate his conduct
by the precepts there exhibited....
What a Eutopia, what
a Paradise would this
region be.”

John Adams

Signer, Declaration of Independence

2nd President of the United States
1756 Diary Entry



Chosen as the official 

hymn for the Centennial 

observance 

commemorating the 

adoption of the 

Constitution.

Daniel Roberts (1876)

Indications of the 
critical, central role 

the Bible has 
always occupied in 

America are still 
evident.



Who in America today, among citizens or 
within the government, believes that the Bible 
should receive a central place in all activities—
in congress, courts, and schools?

Wouldn’t that violate “separation of church and state”? 

Wouldn’t that offend and violate the rights 
of those who do not accept the Bible? 

Wouldn’t the Founders oppose such unilateral 
incorporation of one religious book into public life?

To even contemplate the thought that the Bible was 
held up in the government as absolutely essential to 
the functioning of the Republic seems surreal!

Most Americans believe that giving the Bible a central role 
in public education would be completely inappropriate.

$12.00

Special:

$5.00



If only the citizens

of our nation could regain

this burning attitude &

passion…

“of  those who tremble at the 

commandment of  our God… let 

it be done according to the law.”

Ezra 10:3



“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because

you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you...; because

you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your

children. The more they increased, the more they sinned

against Me; I will change their glory into shame” (Hosea 4:6-7).

“Awake to 

righteousness, 

and do not sin; 

for some do 

not have the 

knowledge of 

God. I speak 

this to your 

shame”

(1 Cor. 15:34).

Let us do everything 
we can to point people 

back to the Bible.



Who should be 

elected as 

government 

officials?



Biblical Principles of Civil Government
Exodus 18:19-23 (Jethro’s advice to Moses, sanctioned by God)

“Stand before God for the people, so that you may bring the 
difficulties to God. And you shall teach them the statutes 
and the laws, and show them the way in which they must 
walk and the work they must do. Moreover you shall select 
from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them to be 
rulers.... And let them judge the people at all times…. So it 
will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with 
you.”

Political 
Leaders must—
1. Be capable
2. Fear God
3. Be truthful
4. Hate greed



Samuel Adams
1722-1803

Father of the

American Revolution

Signer of the Declaration

Letter to Elbridge Gerry, November 27, 1780 
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understandings, and a desire to know; but 
besides this, they have a right, an indisputable, 
unalienable, indefeasible, divine right to that 
most dreaded and envied kind of knowledge, I 
mean, of the characters and conduct of their 
rulers.”

Dissertation on Canon and Feudal Law, 1765

John Adams

“Liberty cannot be preserved with-
out a general knowledge among the 
people, who have a right, from the 
frame of their nature, to knowledge, 
as their great Creator, who does 
nothing in vain, has given them

The Founders insisted that our

political system will not work if

the people do not check out

the character and morals of the

persons they elect to office.



Samuel Langdon

➢President of Harvard University

➢Delegate to the New Hampshire 

convention that adopted the 

U.S. Constitution (often led 

its debates, and did much to 

remove prejudice against 

the U.S. Constitution)
(1723-1797) 

➢Distinguished scholar and theologian

➢Charter member of the American Academy 

of Arts and Sciences

The Republic of the Israelites An Example 

to the American States



Samuel Langdon



SUMMARY

1. Civil government is authorized by God.

2. Its Purpose: to protect citizens/secure their rights.

3. Capital Punishment is a critical tool of government

to maintain order and eliminate evil doers.

4. Civil law should be based on God’s law.

5. Elected representatives should be godly/religious.



According to God
and the Founders…

✓ Purpose of Government?
✓ “Unalienable rights”?
✓ What Law for the nation?
✓ Qualifications for leaders?

✓ Purpose of taxation?
✓ Socialism?
✓ Welfare?
✓ God’s Definition of “poor”?
✓ Government definition of “poor”?
✓ Illegal immigration?



Recent Books



FUTURE LESSONS

1. Unalienable Rights?

2. Socialism?

3. Illegal Immigration?

4. God’s definition of poverty

vs. the government’s definition

What Does

the Bible

Say?



ApologeticsPress.org



We discovered that the purpose of 
government is to protect citizens from 
criminals within and enemies without, 
enabling them to pursue a virtuous life.

John Jay: 
“domestic and 

foreign 
aggressions”

Be reminded…



God invested us with “unalienable 
rights,” and it is the purpose of 

government to protect
and secure those rights.

But what are those “unalienable rights” 
given to us by God and God alone?



“In the beginning, 

God created…”



Unalienable Rights:

Such rights can be surrendered 
only by consent, or forfeited by 
breaking God’s laws.

DEFINED
Unalienable rights are a gift from the Creator to 
the individual—inherent by virtue of being a 
human being created by God and invested with 
certain human traits.



Unalienable Rights



Life—God gave you life; neither you nor the government can take 
that life, except under conditions the Creator gives by which it 
might be done by duly constituted authority (Acts 17:25; 1 Timothy 
6:13; Job 12:10; Isa. 42:5; Dan. 5:23).

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED

Liberty—Freedom to make own decisions, control own actions, 
exercise own volition, change situations, move wherever one 
desires to move (under constraints of law)—FREE WILL (Deut. 
30:19; Josh. 24:15; Ezek. 18:4ff.; 1 Cor. 9:17; Rev. 22:17).

This right is the reason 

why kidnapping was a 

capital crime under the 

Law of Moses.

“He gives to all life, 
breath, and all things.”

“And if it seems evil to you 
to serve the LORD, choose 

for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve.”

“For if I do this willingly, I 
have a reward; but if 

against my will” (1 Cor 9:17).

“Whoever desires, let 
him take the water of 

life freely.”

WHY ABORTION 
IS WRONG!

The 1973 U.S. Supreme Court 
violated this unalienable right!!

65 million innocents have now 
been murdered!!

In creating humans in His own image (Gen. 1:26), God
bestowed on them freewill, volition, and the right and
freedom to choose and make our own decisions (Gen. 2:16).

“Liberty” = the right to decide for yourself how you are going
to live.



Life—God gave you life; neither you nor the government can take 
that life, except under conditions the Creator gives by which it 
might be done by duly constituted authority (Acts 17:25; Job 12:10; 
Isa. 42:5; Dan. 5:23).

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED

Liberty—Freedom to make own decisions, control own actions, 
exercise own volition, change situations, move wherever one 
desires to move (under constraints of law)—FREE WILL (Deut. 
30:19; Josh. 24:15; Ezek. 18:4ff.; 1 Cor. 9:17; Rev. 22:17).

Pursuit of Happiness—Right to pursue one’s own advantage and 
enjoyment (within moral limits), including selection of vocation, 
profession, trade, or business (Josh. 1:15; Ps. 128:2; Ecc. 2:24; 3:13; 
5:18; 1 Tim. 6:17).

“Then you shall return 
to the land of your 

possession and enjoy it.”

“[E]very man should eat and 
drink and enjoy the good of all 
his labor—it is the gift of God.”

“…God, who gives us 
richly all things to 

enjoy.”

“Pursuit” = individual—not government



Private Property—Acquired by one’s own lawful, moral labor
(Gen. 2:15; 3:17-19; Ecc. 3:13; Isaiah 65:22; 1 Cor. 9:7;
Eph. 4:28; Acts 5:4).

“While it remained, was it not 
your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not in your own control?”

“Let him who stole steal no longer, but 
rather let him labor, working with his 
hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need.”

The Founders believed ownership of 
land was a critical personal right given 
by God. Neither the gov’t. nor nobility 

were to monopolize its ownership. 

Throughout history, 
kings/dictators/governments have 
exercised complete authority over 

the private property of citizens. 
The church in China had the gov’t. 

step in and confiscate
orphan home land.

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED

The Mosaic commands, “Thou shall not 
steal” and “Thou shall not covet,”  are 
recognitions of property rights.

Insert Adam Smith’s quote here—slide 22

From Philip B. Kurland and Ralph Lerner, 

Matthew 20:13-15

“But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, I am doing you 

no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what 

is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the 

same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with 

my own things?”



Private Property—Acquired by one’s own lawful, moral labor
(Gen. 2:15; 3:17-19; Ecc. 3:13; Isaiah 65:22; 1 Cor. 9:7;
Eph. 4:28; Acts 5:4).

“…bring them up in the training 
and admonition of the Lord.”

“…disobedient to parents.”

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED

Family Relations—
—a scriptural marriage (Gen. 1:27; 2:24; Mt. 19:9; 1 Cor. 7:1-2)
—bear/rear/educate/care for one’s own children (Jn. 9:23;

Eph. 5:31; 6:1; Col. 3:20; Rom. 1:30; Heb. 13:4).

“It is the duty of parents to maintain their 
children decently, and according to their 
circumstances; to protect them according to 
the dictates of prudence; and to educate 
them according to the suggestions of a 
judicious and zealous regard for their 
usefulness, their respectability and 
happiness.”

James Wilson, Lectures on Law, 1791



➢ American jurist

➢ Graduated Harvard in 1798

➢ Served in the Massachusetts 

House of Representatives

➢ Representative in U.S. 

Congress

➢ Appointed at age 32 by 

President James Madison as 

associate justice of the U.S. 

Supreme Court

➢ Prominent member of the 

Massachusetts Convention 

called to revise the state 

constitution

➢ First Dane Professor of Law at 

Harvard University



“Marriage is treated by all civilized nations
as a peculiar and favored contract. It is in
its origin a contract of natural law. It may
exist between two individuals of different
sexes…. The contract of marriage is the most 
important of all human transactions. It is 
the very basis of the whole fabric of civilized 
society…. Unlike other contracts,
it cannot, in general, amongst
civilized nations, be dissolved by
mutual consent.”

Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, p. 100



Private Property—Acquired by one’s own lawful, moral labor 
(Gen. 2:15; 3:17-19; Ecc. 3:13; Eph. 4:28; Acts 5:4).

Right to Worship—Pursue Christianity and worship God 
according to own understanding of the Bible—as long as not 
harmful or immoral (Deut. 6:13; Matt. 4:10; 2 Kgs. 17:36; 1 Chr. 
16:29; Ps. 96:9; Jn. 4:23; Rev. 22:9).

“Give to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come into His courts. 

Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of 
holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.”

“You shall worship the LORD your God, and 
Him only you shall serve.”

“true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking 

such to worship Him.”

The Right to Worship extends to all 
religions as long as nothing is 
practiced that is immoral (by 

Christian standards), or harmful to 
other citizens, or an attempt to 

overthrow the government.

Unalienable Rights: IDENTIFIED


