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Mark 16 

• After verse 8 – a shorter ending: 
• "They reported briefly to those around Peter all that they had been 

commanded. After these things Jesus himself sent out through 
them, from the east to the west, the holy and imperishable 
preaching of eternal salvation. Amen." 

• Most manuscripts include the longer ending of vs. 9-20





Mark

• Alexandrian manuscript stands next to the Vatican in accuracy. 

• Irenaeus – “But Mark, in the end of his gospel, says: ‘And the Lord 
Jesus, after that he had spoken to them, was received up into heaven, 
and sat at the right hand of God.’” 

• Is it a matter of a lost “leaf” or last page? 



Mark 16

• The ending is authentic and correct – the issue is regarding Mark’s 
actual writing of the ending. 

• All statements in the end are known to be true: 
• Jesus and Mary Magdalene (9-11 – Jn. 20:1-18; Luke 8:2) 
• Jesus and two disciples (Luke 24:13-35) 
• Jesus and the eleven (Luke 24:36-43; Jn. 20:19-23) 
• Commission and ascension (Luke 24:44-51; Matt. 28:19-20) 
• Promise concerning the signs (Matt. 28:20; Jn. 14:12) 



Mark 16 

• Biblical Criticism – internal evidence 

• Seventeen words found in verses 9-20 not used anywhere else in 
Mark. 

• John A. Broadus published an article in the Baptist Quarterly in 1869. 

• He found seventeen words in the 12 verses preceding vss. 9-20 which 
were not used elsewhere in Mark (15:44-16:8). He was mistaken on 
one word, so the number was actually sixteen. 

• An example of one word – poreuomai, meaning “to go”. Used three 
times in 16:10, 12, 15, but not elsewhere. 

• Eis-poreuomai used 8 times – “to go in” 

• Ek-poreuomai used 11 times – “to go out” 


