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Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year from  

Riverchase Church of Christ  
Ministers and Staff. 

Eric and Leah Gott and Family 
David and Neisha Dorantes and Family 

Troy and Dee Sandlin and Family 
Dewayne and Jane Spivey 

Keith and Donna Strickland and Family 



What a year! 

Proverbs 3: 5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
him, and he will make your paths straight. (NASB) 

     When you wished for a happy new year in 2020, did you think it was going to turn out this way? I never would have 
expected this to happen. I could talk to you for a long time of things I didn’t like about it. I can complain about all the things 
that went wrong, and how I hated it. However, there’s beauty in the things I don’t understand.  

     I believe that we are not meant to understand all the mysteries of life, nor are we equipped to make sense of all the 
things that happen. As Christians, we are to trust God! This is a true test of submission and surrender. As we maneuver 
through this pandemic, even if it lasts 100 years, we need to trust in God and understand that He is our all-powerful and 
almighty Father. No matter what happens, no matter how long it lasts, and no matter the inconveniences, always trust Him. 
Let’s determine that 2021 is the year that each of us trust Him and love Him with all our heart, mind, soul and strength.                                                                                                                           
            David 

 OPPORTUNITIES 

Kelly Shebs 

      
     Say you were given an opportunity to have $847     
deposited into your bank account every day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year. Would that make you excited? 
Then you find out the catch, there is always a catch. You 
must spend all the money each day; whatever you do not 
spend you lose. That is not a bad thing. I mean you get 
another $847 the next day! How would you handle that? 
Would you make lists or put a lot of thought into how you 
spend the money each day? Now let me change the    
scenario: you now become the bank, God is the banker 
and time is the currency. Every day at midnight, God    
deposits in us 86,400 seconds to use or waste.  We are 
GIVEN something far more precious than money each 
day, and often we take it for granted. If someone is    
stealing your money, would you not be upset? We guard 
our money very closely and yet we let Satan steal our time 
everyday, and we do nothing about it. Growing up, I     
always heard the older you get, the faster time goes. I 
never understood that until I became a father. Looking 
back, I see I spent so much time doing the things I thought 
were important rather than spending my time with the 
ones that are important! 
     The lesson that our teens studied this past Wednesday 
was about a Greek statue named Opportunity Statue. It is 
an odd-looking statue where the man’s head has long 
flowing hair in the front and is bald in the rear. The statue 
was built to remind us that we can enjoy opportunities 
while they are in front of us but when they pass behind us, 
they are gone forever. This time of year is always a      
reminder for us to slow down and appreciate those around 
us. We need to look for opportunities that are in front of 
us, to share our time with not only the ones we love, but 
also the strangers we encounter every day.  

 For the next three weeks, all 4-year-olds to 

6th grade will meet together on  

Wednesday nights in the Adventure Club 

Room for a combined Bible class. We will 

spend time together completing  

several service projects. 

In January, we will resume our split classes,  

4-years to 2nd grade and 3rd– 6th grade. 

Reflecting 

Eric Gott 

 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; 

I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and exult in you; 

I will sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
Psalm 9: 1-2 

 
     Each December, as the year comes to an end, I       
typically spend time reflecting on the ups and downs of my 
year– moments with family, vacations, church events,   
celebrations, etc. This year is a doozy! Who knew that in 
one year, Leah and I would take one foster baby back to 
her family, only to receive a total of four siblings!? Last 
year, if you had asked me where I would be at the end of 
2020 my answers would not have included a global      
pandemic or my family growing by four. The year has been 
difficult in many ways, but we have also had moments of 
great joy.  
     When life starts to feel overwhelming, I enjoy stopping 
and reading the Psalms to refocus my mind. Making a list 
of God’s wonderful deeds helps me remind myself that  
ultimately, He is in control, He is good, and His love is  
never ending.  
     Take time as we move into 2021 to make a list of God’s 
wonderful deeds. Find time to praise Him. I guarantee you 
will find your mind more settled and full of joy. We do not 
know what 2021 will look like for each of us, but we do 
know who hold the future. We know who gives us every 
blessing. We know who is worthy of our praise! 
 

May the next few days be filled with joy and gratitude! 



Questions for Ecclesiastes 5 

December 20, 2020 

Tom Steed 
 
Thank you for participating in our discussion on 
Sunday nights for  Bible class either online or in 
person!  

• Guard Your Steps: What are you doing / What 

have you done to prepare for worship this 
week?  (Follow up) 

• Check Your Vows: Can you remember a time 
when you kept a promise that proved very costly to 
keep? 

• Watch Your Mouth:  Can you think of a time 

when someone made a fool of himself or herself 
by talking too much?  Can you give an example of 
a time someone (you?) was talking or making 
claims about something and it was “out of place” or 
inappropriate?  Why was it inappropriate?  

8:00 Worship 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Worship 
Total Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night 
Contribution 
YTD Average 
Budget                                                             
 

105 
196 
93 

394 
165 

$50,386.54 
$35,093.95 
$37,500.00 

                 Dear Riverchase Family, 
     Thank you so much for the calls, cards 
and plant expressing sympathy in the death 
of my brother, Charles Quillen. Nothing 
takes the place of brothers and sisters in the 
Lord! 
          All our love, 
          Rejetta Balentine 
 
Dear Riverchase Church of Christ, 
     Thank you for the flowers you sent to my 
husband’s funeral. It meant so much to our 
family. 
        Love,  
        Paula Belmont and family 

For the Record 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Upcoming Events 

• Volleyball: Friday, December 18, 6:00 p.m. in 
the gym. 

• Three Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
Sunday, December 20, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 
11:00 a.m. Bible Classes at 6:00 p.m. 

• Church Office Closed: Thursday, December 24 
- Sunday, January 3. 

New Elders Recommendations 

     We are prayerfully seeking God’s wisdom and     
guidance in our search for new Elders. Please submit in 
writing your recommendations for men to serve as     
additional Elders. Send submissions in writing to an  
Elder or to Elders@Riverchasechurch.org. 

Office Closed 

The church office will be 
closed Thursday, December 
24 through  Sunday, January 
3. Please contact us at home 
or on our cell phones if you 
need anything. 

  Sympathy 

     Our sympathy is extended to Jay, Kim and Jacob 
Cleghorn in the death of Jay’s brother-in-law, Rocky 
Campbell. The funeral was last week in Crane Hill, 
Alabama. 

Sunday Worship Services Schedule 

     Due to the rise in the COVID numbers, our elders 
have decided to have three Sunday morning worship 
times. We will have an 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. service. Our  Bible Class will now be on Sunday 
night, 6:00 p.m., in the auditorium and streaming in the 
classrooms. Wednesday Bible Service for adults will be 
in the auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Teen and children classes 
will meet in their respective classrooms. The broadcasts 
will be available on Riverchase’s webpage, Facebook 
page, YouTube and Vimeo. Recordings of all services 
will continue to be available under the sermons section 
on our website, www.riverchasechurch.org. 

Congratulations to Landon 
White, who graduated from 

Troy University with a   
Bachelor of Science degree 

in Risk Management and 
Insurance. Landon is the 

son of Chris and Amy White. 

  Sympathy 

     Our sympathy is extended to the family of our dear 
sister Elsie Barton. There was a private graveside 
service on Tuesday, December 15. 

mailto:Elders@Riverchasechurch.org
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This week at  Riverchase: 
• Wednesday Night Bible Study in the 

auditorium. 
• Volleyball  
• Three Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

Sunday, December 20, 8:00 a.m.,         
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Bible Class at 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Please continue to remember in prayer: 
Patricia Anderson (former member), Tommie 
Cleghorn (Jay’s mother), Joan Harris (Betz’s friend), 
Richard Howe (Steve’s dad), Martha Manwarring 
(former member), Claudia Sibert (John’s mother). 
 

Please pray for our active duty deployed military: 

RIVERCHASE FAMILY 
David Bath (#3) recovering from COVID. 
Ruth Bath (#3) recovering from COVID. 
Sam Click (#4) recovering at home from ankle surgery.  
Windy Medley (#7) recovering from outpatient surgery. 
Jane Spivey (#6) recovering from knee meniscus surgery.  
Kathy Turrentine (#3) recovering from COVID. 
 
CONTINUE TO REMEMBER THESE MEMBERS: 
FTG #1: Rejetta Balentine, Charles Bates,  
  Lynda Cardwell, Angie Dickinson,  
  Keith Dunn, Ollie Scott, Michelle Whitaker  
FTG #2:Glenda Arnold, John Bearden, Bertha Bell,    
  Victor Boone, Bill Crane, Kay Kolb,  
  Nina Pitchford, Lance Rushing, Bob Smith,    
  Bob Snider, Doris Tucker 
FTG #3: David Bath, Ruth Bath, Becky Carter,  
  David Hare, Martha Johnston, Nona Miller,  
  Stephen Wright 
FTG #4: Jeff Carroll, Susan Chaney, Vonda Cook,    
  Elaine Evans, Gary Evans, Bill Hester,  
  Alan Jackson, Everleigh Self, Cindy Snider 
FTG #5: Tami Picantine, Beverly Strange, Ron Waddell 
FTG #6: Zane Armstrong, Erick Boggs,  
  Michelle Dichiara, Don & Shirley Genry,  
  Don Greer, Addie Jackson,  Jo Jackson,   
  Grover Jackson, Sarah Wolford 
FTG #7: Don & Jan Haefner, Peggy Hendley,  
  Peggy Jackson, Lori Lambert, Candy Parker,   
  Tim Parker, Jerry Sharp, Katie Yaeger 
 
ADD TO YOUR PRAYER LIST OUR FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES:  
Noreen Anderson (Jina O’Clair’s mother) health issues. 
Jessica Brown (Glenda’s daughter in law) breast cancer. 
Dot Carpenter (Snider’s Sister-in-Law) health issues. 
Cathy Crittenden (Dee Davis’ friend) brain tumor. 
Bob Edwards (Ron Steen’s cousin) MDS. 
Kristy Elliott (Staci Kolb’s sister) mental health issues. 
G. Estes (friend of Pitchford’s) chemo. 
Jan Hall  (Helen Haskew’s sister - in - law) health issues. 
Jane Harrison (Peggy Hendley’s sister in law) heart 
issues. 
Billy Helms diagnosed with NASH. 
Bob Hull (Howe’s brother-in-law ) cancer. 
Myra Myrick (Pam Wampol’s aunt) ovarian cancer. 
Lauren Orth (David Orth’s sister) health issues. 
Cecil Parker (Rhonda Ball’s grandfather) liver disease. 
David Pierce (Rebecca Hill’s brother) heart attack and 
complications with diabetes. 
Ruby Pitts (Dana Keith’s mother) Alzheimer’s. 
McKenzie Ray (friend of Amber Henderson) leukemia.  
Ronnie Rogers (CJ Rogers father - college student) brain 
cancer. 
Pattie Ryan (Sarah Pate’s mother) melanoma. 
Margaret Seagrest (long time visitor) health issues.  
Mary Ella Sirmon (The Sirmon’s granddaughter) seizures. 
Tricia Shaulever (The Hare’s daughter) liver failure. 
Pauline Strickland (Pam Williams friend) immunotherapy. 
Lisa Wallace (Bath’s niece) breast cancer.  
Carol Watson (Fred Langdon’s sister) lymphoma. 
Raymond White (Cindy Thompson’s cousin) health 
problems. 
Ann Winsett  (Brett Moran’s grandmother) heart issues. 
Jo Yaeger (Tim’s mother) hospice. 
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