
9 But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light. 

(1 Pet. 2:9 NIV)



Hebrews 12:1
Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us 

run with perseverance the race 
set before us.



Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that 
they might gain a better resurrection.
36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were 

chained and put in prison.
37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were 

put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated--
38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground.
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of 

them received what had been promised.
40 God had planned something better for us so that only 

together with us would they be made perfect. 
(Heb. 11:35-40 NIV)



Hebrews 12:1
Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us 

run with perseverance the race 
set before us.



… 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was stoned, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in 

the open sea, (2 Cor. 11:25 NIVO)



13 When a gentle south wind began to blow, 
they thought they had obtained what they 
wanted; so they weighed anchor and sailed 
along the shore of Crete. (Acts 27:13 NIVO)



14 Before very long, a wind of hurricane force, called the "northeaster," 
swept down from the island.
15 The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the wind; 
so we gave way to it and were driven along.
16 As we passed to the lee of a small island called Cauda, we were 
hardly able to make the lifeboat secure.

Day 3: Acts 27:14-20



17 When the men had hoisted it aboard, they passed ropes under the 
ship itself to hold it together. Fearing that they would run aground on the 
sandbars of Syrtis, they lowered the sea anchor and let the ship be 
driven along.
18 We took such a violent battering from the storm that the next day they 
began to throw the cargo overboard.
19 On the third day, they threw the ship's tackle overboard with their own 
hands.
20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm 
continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.

Day 3: Acts 27:14-20



21 After the men had gone a long time without food, Paul stood 
up before them and said: "Men, you should have taken my 
advice not to sail from Crete; then you would have spared 
yourselves this damage and loss.
(Acts 27:21-22 NIVO)

Acts 27:14-20



22 But now I urge you to keep up your courage, 
because not one of you will be lost;
only the ship will be destroyed. (Acts 27:21-22 NIVO)

Acts 27:21-22



23 Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve stood 
beside me

24 and said, 'Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before 
Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with 

you.'
25 So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will 

happen just as he told me. (Acts 27:23-25 NIVO)

We NEED COURAGE to grow through what 
we go through.



35 After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks 
to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to 

eat.
36 They were all encouraged and ate some food 

themselves.
37 Altogether there were 276 of us on board. 

(Acts 27:35-37 NIVO)



Psalm 10:1
Why, O LORD, do you stand 
far away? Why do you hide 
yourself in times of trouble? 



Sometimes God chooses to 
GUIDE us through stuff we 

didn’t see coming.

“Son, when a child of  mine makes a request I always give that 
person what he or she would have asked for if  they knew 

everything I know.”
Tim Keller



We’ve got to have Courage to 
find identity in what God says 

instead of what others say.  



I’m only going to be a faithful, 
courageous minister running the 
race God has set before me if I 

minister out of a blessing instead 
of for a blessing. 



Island of Malta:
• Place You didn’t plan on going
• Experience you wanted to keep from going through  
• The place you never thought you would be



“Lord, take me where you want me to go.
Let me meet who you want me to meet.

Tell me what you want me to say,
And keep me out of your way.”

Father Michael


