
Keeping Christmas
Colossians 3:1-4



A review

• Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God.

• 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
• 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
• 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. (Col. 3:1-4 NIV)



A review

• I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
(Gal. 2:20 NIV) 

• And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live 
for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised 
again. (2 Cor. 5:15 NIV) 



A review

• Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you--
unless, of course, you fail the test? (2 Cor. 13:5 NIV)



Christmas 

• Christ’s Mass 
• "Christmas" is a shortened form of "Christ's mass". The word 
is recorded as Crīstesmæsse in 1038 and Cristes-messe in 
1131.[11] Crīst (genitive Crīstes) is from Greek Khrīstos
(Χριστός), a translation of Hebrew Māšîaḥ ( " ,)ַחיִׁשָמ Messiah", 
meaning "anointed";[33][34] and mæsse is from Latin missa, 
the celebration of the Eucharist. Literally, “Go, it is the 
sending (dismissal)”. 

• Christmas – a holiday 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist


Keeping Christmas

• “The Knowlesletter” by Victor Knowles 
• From “Six Days of the Week: A Book of Thoughts About Life and 
Religion” by Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933) 

• “I believe that nothing is true on Sunday that is not true on 
the six other days of the week.” 

• “There is a better thing than the observance of Christmas day, 
and that is, keeping Christmas.” 



Keeping Christmas – Are you willing…

• To forget what you have done for other people, and to 
remember what others have done for you; 

• To ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you owe 
the world; 

• To put your rights in the background, and your duties in the 
middle distance, and your chances to do a little more than 
your duty in the foreground; 

• To see that others are just a real as you are and try to look 
behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy;



Keeping Christmas – Are you willing…

• To own up to the fact that probably the only good reason for 
your existence is not what you are going to get out of life, but 
what you are going to give to life; 

• To close your book of complaints against the management of 
the universe, and look around you for a place where you can 
sow a few seeds of happiness; 

• To stoop down and consider the needs and desires of little 
children; 

• To remember the weakness and loneliness of people growing 
old;



Keeping Christmas – Are you willing…

• To stop asking how much your friends love you, and ask 
yourself whether you love them enough; 

• To bear in mind the things that other people have to bear in 
their hearts; 

• To try to understand what those who live in the same home 
with you really want, without waiting for them to tell you; 

• To trim your lamp so that it will give more light and less 
smoke, and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall 
behind you;



Keeping Christmas – Are you willing…

• To make a grave for your ugly thoughts, and a garden for your 
kindly feelings, with the gate open –

• Are you willing to do these things, even for a day? 
• Then you can keep Christmas. 
• And if you can keep it for a day, why not always? 
• But you can never keep it alone. 



Keeping Christ – Are you willing…

• Can you let go of your own time, place and circumstance to 
help others in their time, place and circumstance; 

• Can you make your determined walk in life to be setting aside 
your will in order to do the Father’s will; 

• Can you love and forgive others as you desire Him to love and 
forgive you; 

• Since He gave His life for you, can you give your life for Him; 
• Will you listen to Him as you wish your children would listen to 
you?


