
WEDNESDAY 
EVENING BIBLE 
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Questions July 24th …  



Your questions for 24th July… 
■  Explain where the soul goes after death before 

judgement.  
■ What scriptures can we use to discuss “Climate Change”?  
■  How do we respond to someone who believes God’s grace 

covers everything and everyone – universal salvation?  



Key words: 
■  Death - As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without deeds is dead. (Jas. 2:26 NIV) 
–   and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and 

the spirit returns to God who gave it. (Eccl. 12:7 NIV) 
■  Sheol – Hebrew word  
■  Hades – Greek word  
■  Tartarus – Greek word – 2Peter 2:4 
■  Gehenna – A physical location – 2Kings 23:10  
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How	do	we	respond	to	someone	who	believes	
God’s	grace	covers	everything	and	everyone-

universal	salvation?	



Universal	salvation	is	the	doctrine	or	belief	that	all	sinful	
and	alienated	human	souls-because	of	God’s	divine	love	
and	mercy-will	ultimately	be	reconciled	to	God.	



There	are	variations	on	the	doctrine	of	universal	
salvation	by	its	adherents,	but	they	generally	hold	that	
the	conclusion	of	all	will	be	a	time	when	the	entirety	of	
God’s	creation-all	people-will	be	reconciled	to	God.	



Outside	of	the	biblical	text,	the	doctrine	of	universal	salvation	
dates	back	to	the	teachings	of	Origen,	an	important	church	
figure	who	lived	in	the	late	second	and	early	third	centuries	
after	Christ.		The	idea	of	universal	salvation	has	been	a	
minority	position	among	professing	Christians	and	Christian	
scholars	since	the	time	of	Christ,	but	has	grown	in	popularity,	
beginning	in	the	1800s	and	up	until	the	present	time.	



We	live	in	a	time	of	soundbites	and	personal	opinion.		
Everyone	has	an	opinion	and	it	is	often	stated	that	one	
opinion	is	as	good	as	another.		I	do	believe	that	we	all	
have	our	values,	but	one	value	is	not	necessarily	as	valid	
as	the	next	value.	



The	following	is	an	opinion	stated	by	an	individual	on	a	
website	which	encourages	discussion	regarding	various	
Christian	issues	and	doctrines:	

“Another	argument	that’s	meant	a	lot	to	me	(but	doesn’t	
really	have	a	basis	in	Scripture)	is	that	I	believe	God	to	be	
infinitely	more	loving	than	I	am.		Therefore,	if	I	feel	that	it	is	
cruel	for	a	person	to	be	tortured	forever,	wouldn’t	God	also?		
And,	being	that	he	is	all-powerful,	wouldn’t	he	choose	to	
save	that	person?	



Another	commentator	stated	as	follows:	

“If	God	is	to	indeed	be	the	one	and	only	God,	and	totally	
in	control	of	His	creation,	as	Isaiah	clearly	teaches,	then	
God	has	a	good	plan	for	his	creation	in	general,	and	for	
humans	in	particular,	and	no	one	or	no	thing	can	thwart	
that	plan.		The	way	I	see	it,	anyway.”	



But	enough	of	undocumented	and	sometimes	
unsupported	opinions.		Suffice	it	to	say,	at	least	since	
the	third	century	after	Christ,	there	have	been	reputable	
professing	Christians	who	have	argued	for	an	
interpretation	of	Scripture	which	allows	for	some	
version	of	universal	salvation.		Some	of	the	Scriptures	
which	adherents	to	this	doctrine	cite	are	the	following.	



“18	Consequently,	just	as	one	trespass	resulted	in	
condemnation	for	all	people,	so	also	one	righteous	act	
resulted	in	justification	and	life	for	all	people.	19	For	just	as	
through	the	disobedience	of	the	one	man	the	many	were	
made	sinners,	so	also	through	the	obedience	of	the	one	
man	the	many	will	be	made	righteous.”			

Romans	5:18-19	



“18	And	he	is	the	head	of	the	body,	the	church;	he	is	the	
beginning	and	the	firstborn	from	among	the	dead,	so	that	in	
everything	he	might	have	the	supremacy.	19	For	God	was	
pleased	to	have	all	his	fullness	dwell	in	him,	20	and	through	
him	to	reconcile	to	himself	all	things,	whether	things	on	
earth	or	things	in	heaven,	by	making	peace	through	his	
blood,	shed	on	the	cross.”		Colossians	1:18-20	



“10	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	every	knee	should	bow,	
				in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,	
11	and	every	tongue	acknowledge	that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	
				to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.		Philippians	2:10-11	

“32	For	God	has	bound	everyone	over	to	disobedience	so	that	
he	may	have	mercy	on	them	all.		Romans	11:32	



But,	to	the	extent	that	the	above	cited	Scriptures	
are	argued	in	support	of	the	doctrine	of	universal	
salvation,	they	stand	in	sharp	contrast	to	the	
following	scriptures.	



“5	All	this	is	evidence	that	God’s	judgment	is	right,	and	as	a	
result	you	will	be	counted	worthy	of	the	kingdom	of	God,	for	
which	you	are	suffering.	6	God	is	just:	He	will	pay	back	
trouble	to	those	who	trouble	you	7	and	give	relief	to	you	who	
are	troubled,	and	to	us	as	well.	This	will	happen	when	the	
Lord	Jesus	is	revealed	from	heaven	in	blazing	fire	with	his	
powerful	angels.	8	He	will	punish	those	who	do	not	know	
God	and	do	not	obey	the	gospel	of	our	Lord	Jesus.	9	They	will	
be	punished	with	everlasting	destruction	and	shut	out	from	
the	presence	of	the	Lord	and	from	the	glory	of	his	might.”			
2Thessalonians	1:5-9	



“23	But	he	continued,	“You	are	from	below;	I	am	from	above.	
You	are	of	this	world;	I	am	not	of	this	world.	24	I	told	you	
that	you	would	die	in	your	sins;	if	you	do	not	believe	that	I	
am	he,	you	will	indeed	die	in	your	sins.”			John	8:23-24	

“21	“Not	everyone	who	says	to	me,	‘Lord,	Lord,’	will	enter	
the	kingdom	of	heaven,	but	only	the	one	who	does	the	will	
of	my	Father	who	is	in	heaven.”		Matthew	7:21	



From	the	beginning	to	the	end	of	God’s	inspired	word,	we	find	
that	there	are	consequences	for	those	who	disobey	God’s	
word,	live	without	faith	in	God	and	do	not	accept	the	gospel	of	
Jesus	Christ.	



For	example,	as	early	as	the	second	chapter	of	Genesis,	we	
read	how	Adam	and	Eve	believed	the	Devil’s	lie,	disobeyed	
God’s	law	and	ate	of	the	forbidden	fruit.		Consequently,	
Adam	and	Eve	were	banished	from	the	intimate	relationship	
they	had	with	God	and	suffered	death.			

In	the	21st	chapter	of	John’s	Revelation,	we	see	the	future	of	
those	who	reject	God:	“8	But	the	cowardly,	the	unbelieving,	
the	vile,	the	murderers,	the	sexually	immoral,	those	who	
practice	magic	arts,	the	idolaters	and	all	liars—they	will	be	
consigned	to	the	fiery	lake	of	burning	sulfur.	This	is	the	
second	death.”	



So,	from	beginning	to	end	of	God’s	word,	we	see	that	there	
are	undesirable	consequences	for	the	unredeemed,	willful,	
sinner.		Would	a	prudent	person,	then,	rely	on	an	
interpretation	of	Scripture	which	is	at	best,	ambiguous	and	
uncertain,	in	order	to	support	a	belief	in	universal	salvation?		
I	don’t	think	so.		There	is	absolutely	too	much	at	stake	to	do	
so!	



And,	to	the	individual	who	is	confident	in	his	belief	that	
God’s	grace	is	sufficient	to	cover	all	types	of	willful	sin,	I	
would	offer	the	counsel	of	our	brother	Paul,	“1What	shall	
we	say,	then?	Shall	we	go	on	sinning	so	that	grace	may	
increase?	2	By	no	means!	We	are	those	who	have	died	to	
sin;	how	can	we	live	in	it	any	longer?”		Romans	6:1-2			And	
further	counsel,	even	admonition,	later	in	that	same	
chapter,	“15	What	then?	Shall	we	sin	because	we	are	not	
under	the	law	but	under	grace?	By	no	means!				Romans	
6:15	


