
Four Types 
Matthew 13:1-9 



Great Commission  

• In 2018, Barna Group researchers did a study 
on the Great Commission (GC). They asked 
American churchgoers if they had ever heard 
of the term. 51% said no, and only 17% were 
able to answer affirmatively and say what the 
GC is. Even when given the option of multiple 
choice, only 37% could pick it out from a list. 
(Focus Press) 



Great Commission 

• The worst part of all is that the numbers are 
progressively worse by generation (29% for 
those born before 1946, 26% for Boomers, 17% 
for Gen X, and 10% for Millennials). If only 1 in 
10 Millennial churchgoers know what the GC 
is, it’s sobering to think of what the numbers 
will be for Gen Z. (Focus Press) 



Great Commission 

•  "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 
•  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
•  20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age." (Matt. 
28:18-20 NIV) 



Four Types 

• Darrell Royal – Texas  
• Did not like to pass – “three things happen 
and two are bad.”  
• When you run four things can happen and 
three are bad.  

• Four types – only one is good.  
• Christians  
• Possible question about first one.  



Four Types – Matthew 13:18-23 

• Path – wayside – road  
• Hears the word  
• Does not understand – “sit together”  
• Pays no serious attention – soon forgets – 
reading without belief and intention to 
understand.  
• Not listening – not interested  



Four Types – Matthew 13:18-23 

• Rocky – stony ground 
• They quickly accept and quickly fall away  
• No depth of intent  
• No depth of understanding  
• When it gets hard and the fun is gone, they 
are gone 
• Not really listening and no discipline 



Four Types – Matthew 13:18-23 

• Thorny – among the thorns  
• They hear the word.  
• The worries, cares and anxieties of this 
world – age, time – and the deceitfulness of 
wealth, choke it out. 
• To much other stuff going on.  
• Focused on self 
• Not intentional about the priorities of 
Jesus.  
• No discipline for the things of Jesus.   



Four Types – Matthew 13:18-23 

• The good soil.  
• Hears the word and understands it.  
• He produces for God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit.  
• Intentional, disciplined.  
•  I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. (Gal. 2:20 NIV) 



Four Types 

• Wayside – Rocky – Thorny – Good  
• Where is Jesus?  
• It’s all about what we do with the word and 
will of God.  
• Great Commission  
• Where are we? 


