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History of Technology 

•  There has always been a need to “improve” 
•  There has always been a need to “buy” 
•  Our culture teaches us to look for the next gadget to have that 

is the “best” 



God’s Version of Upgrade 



Gideon’s Situation 

Judges 6:11-18 
11 Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at 
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son 
Gideon was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the 
Midianites. 12 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him and 
said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 



Gideon’s Situation 

Judges 6:11-18 
13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is with 
us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all his 
wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not 
the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken 
us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 



Gideon’s Situation 

Judges 6:11-18 
14 And the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of 
yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send 
you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? 
Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my father's house.” 16 And the Lord said to him, “But I will be 
with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.”  



Gideon’s Situation 

Judges 6:11-18 
 17 And he said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, 
then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. 18 Please 
do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my 
present and set it before you.” And he said, “I will stay till you 
return.” 



Gideon’s Situation 

Judges 6:11-18 
!   An ordinary farmer 
!  The weakest clan in 

the tribe of Manasseh 
!  Least in his father’s 

house 
!  God’s calls him a man 

of valor and proves 
His promise with 
miracles 



Gideon’s Upgrade 

Judges 7 
!  God reduces the army 

from 32,000 to 300 
!  The Midianite army is 

destroyed 
!  Faith in God and 

obedience was the 
only upgrade required 



God’s Promise to 
Upgrade 

Deut. 30:15-18 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 
16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 
command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in 
his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and 
his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God 
will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession 
of it.  



God’s Promise to 
Downgrade 

Deut. 30:15-18 
17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to 
you today, that you shall surely perish. 

" A cycle we see with God’s people of old times and in the age of 
technology 



Learning from Paul’s letters to Timothy 

God’s Upgrade For You 



Pursue righteousness  
and fight for the faith 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called and about which you made the good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in 
the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ 
Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession, 



Pursue righteousness  
and fight for the faith 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 
14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring 
about in his own time—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who 
lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. 
To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 



Guard your “deposit” 
and be wise in 
conversations 

1 Timothy 6:20-21 
20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the 
irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called 
“knowledge,” 21 for by professing it some have swerved from the 
faith. 



Trust in God’s power 
and build a legacy of 

faith and prayer 

2 Timothy 1:3-7 
3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear 
conscience, as I remember you constantly in my prayers night 
and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith 
that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 6 For this reason I 
remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not 
of fear but of power and love and self-control. 



Remember and 
preach the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ 

2 Timothy 1:8-11 
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, 
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the 
power of God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not 
because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, 
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10 and 
which now has been manifested through the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I was 
appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher 



Obey what God says 
and teach it truthfully 

2 Timothy 2:1-7 
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach 
others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  



Obey what God says 
and teach it truthfully 

2 Timothy 2:1-7 
4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to 
please the one who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned 
unless he competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-
working farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 
Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 
everything. 



Flee youthful 
passions, teach & 

correct w/ gentleness  

2 Timothy 2:22-26 
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with 
those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 
Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant 
controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 
24 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome 
but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with 
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance 
leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they 
may come to their senses and escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his 
will. 



God’s Upgrade  
for You  

What Upgrades Do You Need? 
# Things to flee? 
# Things to pursue? 
# More trust and reliance on God and obedience to His Word? 
# What about the ultimate upgrade? 

#  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. – Gal. 3:27 



What’s Your Response? 


