
CHAPTERS 21-26
DANGER, ESCAPE AND TRIAL



REVIEW OF CH 19 - 20



DANGER, ESCAPE AND TRIAL

Who is God? Lesson Theme?

The Patent God
God allows rebellious hearts to hear 
His gospel message one more time



WHERE?
• Paul chooses to return to 

Jerusalem, knowing the risk

• When the Jews have him
arrested, he is taken to
Caesarea for protection from 
the Jewish leaders who want to 
kill him.

• God uses bad, dangerous 
situations to take his message to 
more people who need to hear 
the Gospel



WHEN?
• Paul is “imprisoned” in 

Caesarea, but more 
comfortable being house 
arrest and had easy access 
to his friends

• Gospel of Luke is written 
during this time to 
Theophilus



BACKGROUND

• Paul was warned in Caesarea 
that he would be arrested in 
Jerusalem

• Paul wanted to go, he was ready 
to give his life for the Lord

• Jerusalem Christians wanted 
Paul and four others to purify in 
the temple, then trouble…



OPPORTUNITY

• Paul preaches the Gospel in 
every situation

• He recounts his vision of 
Jesus and conversion

• He knows his audience and 
uses that to share the Gospel 
while escaping danger



1 PETER 3:14-16
14 But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. 
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 
having a good conscience, so that, when 
you are slandered, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.



ACTS 22: DEFENSE 
WITH JEWS

3 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but 
brought up in this city, educated at the feet of 
Gamaliel according to the strict manner of 
the law of our fathers, being zealous for God 
as all of you are this day. 4 I persecuted this 
Way to the death, binding and delivering to 
prison both men and women, 5 as the high 
priest and the whole council of elders can 
bear me witness. From them I received 
letters to the brothers, and I journeyed 
toward Damascus to take those also who 
were there and bring them in bonds to 
Jerusalem to be punished.



ACTS 22: DEFENSE 
WITH JEWS

12 “And one Ananias, a devout 
man according to the law, well 
spoken of by all the Jews who 
lived there, 13 came to me, and 
standing by me said to me, 
‘Brother Saul, receive your 
sight.’ And at that very hour I 
received my sight and saw him. 



ACTS 22: DEFENSE 
WITH JEWS

14 And he said, ‘The God of our 
fathers appointed you to know his 
will, to see the Righteous One and 
to hear a voice from his mouth; 15
for you will be a witness for him to 
everyone of what you have seen 
and heard. 16 And now why do 
you wait? Rise and be baptized 
and wash away your sins, calling 
on his name.’



ACTS 22: DEFENSE 
WITH JEWS

22 Up to this word they listened to him. Then 
they raised their voices and said, “Away with 
such a fellow from the earth! For he should 
not be allowed to live.” 23 And as they were 
shouting and throwing off their cloaks and 
flinging dust into the air, 24 the tribune 
ordered him to be brought into the barracks, 
saying that he should be examined by 
flogging, to find out why they were shouting 
against him like this. 25 But when they had 
stretched him out for the whips, Paul said to 
the centurion who was standing by, “Is it 
lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman 
citizen and uncondemned?”



ACTS 22: DEFENSE 
WITH JEWS

6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were 
Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in 
the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of 
Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the 
resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And 
when he had said this, a dissension arose between 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees…10 And when 
the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid 
that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and take him 
away from among them by force and bring him into 
the barracks….11 The following night the Lord 
stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so 
you must testify also in Rome.”



KEY POINTS
• He respects the leaders and 

appeals to them as “fathers” and 
“brothers” even when they start 
tearing him apart.

• Apologizes when he 
unknowingly accuses the high 
priest who ordered him to be hit

• Paul wants them to have faith in 
Jesus and receive eternal 
salvation of their souls



FELIX HIGHLIGHTS
• Jews travel to Caesarea to bring 

false charges. They use fancy 
words and give praise to Felix

• Paul offers the same defense of 
preaching the Gospel of Christ

• Felix (has a Jewish wife) is alarmed 
when Paul speaks of 
righteousness, self-control and the 
coming judgement. Felix sends 
Paul away rather than repenting.



ACTS 25 & 26:WATCH PAUL’S 
SERMON TO AGRIPPA AND FESTUS



KING AGRIPPA 
HIGHLIGHTS

• Paul starts with his personal 
experience in meeting Jesus.

• Paul doesn’t expound on the 
history of the Jewish people. Why?

• Paul turns his trial into another 
opportunity to preach the Gospel.

• Agrippa appears to have that “cut 
to the heart” feeling, but doesn’t 
take action and repent… at least 
what we see here



THE GOSPEL REVIEW
• The Gospel is…

• While we were sinners ___________ died on 
the __________ and He __________ from the 
dead.

• We Obey the Gospel by…

• Having _______ in Jesus we _________ of our 
sins and then are __________ into His death 
to rise like Him and walk in newness of life.

• At this point God grants us the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, adds us to his assembly of saved 
people and we must remain faithful.



HOW YOU CAN SHARE 
WITH YOUR PARENTS


