
CHAPTERS 15
THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM



REVIEW OF CH 13 - 14



GENTILES RECEIVE THE WORD

Who is God? Lesson Theme?

The God of Our Salvation
God’s salvation is by grace through 

faith, not works of the law



WHERE?
• Back in 

Jerusalem to 
deal with this 
important matter 
that has come up 
in the churches 
of the Gentiles



WHEN?
• Takes place soon 

after the 1st

missionary journey 
is finished.

• The fact so many 
Gentiles are 
obeying Jesus 
causes these Jews 
to start causing 
trouble



ACTS 15: WATCH AND LISTEN



A HUGE CONFLICT

People Issue and Response

Judaizers
• Said Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the 

law of Moses

Paul

• Angry with Judaizers for teaching lies
• Opposed Peter because he was acting like a 

hypocrite for a little while
• Who can tell me what a hypocrite is?

Barnabas
• Agreed with Paul on this issue
• Was briefly led to follow the Judaizers

James
• First agreed with the Judiazers
• Later came to agree with Paul based on his reason



SAY WHAT?

Term Definition

Judaizers

• Jewish believers from Jerusalem
• Came from the Pharisees
• Didn’t think Gentiles could be true Christians
• Sometimes referred to as the circumcision group

Hypocrite

• Someone who says one thing, but does something 
that goes against what they say

• For example someone says to not steal, but they like 
to steal gum from the store



ACTS 15 KEY POINTS

• Some Jews were still causing problems

• This problem, related to salvation, required 
a long trip back to Jerusalem to talk

• Many of the apostles were still there and 
even some of them were tempted to teach 
that Gentiles had to follow the law of 
Moses

• They had debate and dispute, but came to 
understand God’s truth and sent the 
encouraging letter to the Gentiles

• Galatians chapter 2 give us some more 
detail that was going on in Acts 15



GALATIANS 2

Then after fourteen years I went up again to 
Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along 
with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation 
and set before them (though privately before 
those who seemed influential) the gospel that 
I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to 
make sure I was not running or had not run in 
vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was 
not forced to be circumcised, though he was 
a Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers 
secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy 
out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, 
so that they might bring us into slavery—



GALATIANS 2

5 to them we did not yield in submission 
even for a moment, so that the truth of the 
gospel might be preserved for you. 6 And 
from those who seemed to be influential 
(what they were makes no difference to me; 
God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who 
seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 
On the contrary, when they saw that I had 
been entrusted with the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 
entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised



GALATIANS 2

9 and when James and Cephas and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace 
that was given to me, they gave the right 
hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that 
we should go to the Gentiles and they to the 
circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to 
remember the poor, the very thing I was 
eager to do.



GALATIANS 2

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed 
him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 
For before certain men came from James, he was 
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he 
drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews 
acted hypocritically along with him, so that even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But 
when I saw that their conduct was not in step with 
the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before 
them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile 
and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews?”



GALATIANS 2

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not 
Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person 
is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed 
in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith 
in Christ and not by works of the law, 
because by works of the law no one will be 
justified.



KEY POINTS OF ACTS 15 
& GAL. 2

• We are justified by faith in Christ

• “Justified” means “just as if I had not 
done the wrong thing”

• Because Jesus took our punishment 
we can be free and “justified”

• We can’t earn our salvation with good 
works or by being perfect

• We are saved by faith in Jesus when 
we contact his blood in baptism



THE GOSPEL REVIEW
• The Gospel is…

• While we were sinners ___________ died 
on the __________ and He __________ 
from the dead.

• We Obey the Gospel by…

• Having _______ in Jesus we _________ of 
our sins and then are __________ into His 
death to rise and walk in newness of life.

• At this point God adds us to his assembly 
of saved people and we remain faithful



FINAL THOUGHTS
• Just like the Jews, some people who call themselves 

Christians will come in and teach something that is 
not in God’s word

• We must always look to what God says, not what 
someone else tries to explain

• We are saved only by having faith in Jesus when we 
obey him.


