


• Deuteronomy 18:15

The Lord  your God will raise up for 

you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers—it 

is to him you shall listen.



Matthew begins his gospel by 

telling the story of the 

prophet like Moses that we 

should listen to.



• Jesus Comes Out of Egypt (2:19-23)

• Goes through the Water (3:13-17)

• Wanders in the Wilderness (4:1-11)

• And Enters the Promised Land (4:12-25)



Now Jesus is set to rehearse 

the Blessings that come from 

being in a covenant 

relationship with God.

Deuteronomy 28:1-14



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they shall be comforted.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the meek, for they

shall inherit the earth.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for 

they shall be satisfied.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall receive mercy.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the pure in heart, for

they shall see God.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are the peacemakers, for

they shall be called sons of God.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness' 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.



• Matthew 5:3-12

Blessed are you when others revile 

you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account.  Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so 

they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you. 



• Favored by God

• Wonderful News



• Poor in Spirit 

• Mourners

• Gentle

• Hungry/Thirsty

• Merciful

• Pure in Heart

• Peacemakers

• Persecuted 



• Favored Status Comes with a 
Covenant and an Inheritance.

o Comfort

o Land

o Satisfaction

o Mercy

o The Presence of God

o Reward



• God favors the broken, the 

humble, and submissive.

• These are the people who will 

allow God’s will to be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.



After rehearsing the blessings of 

being favored by God, Jesus 

calls those true people of God 

to make themselves known.



• Leviticus 2:13

You shall season all your grain 

offerings with salt. You shall not 

let the salt of the covenant with 

your God be missing from your 

grain offering; with all your 
offerings you shall offer salt.



Salt preserved from putrefaction 

and corruption, and signified 

the purity and persevering 

fidelity that were necessary in 

the worship of God.



• Numbers 18:19

All the holy contributions that 

the people of Israel present to 

the Lord  I give to you, and to 

your sons and daughters with 

you, as a perpetual due…



• Numbers 18:19

It is a covenant of salt forever 

before the Lord  for you and for 

your offspring with you.



Salt was added to preserve from 

putrefaction and decay, so it 

became an emblem of 

incorruptibility and 

permanence.



A covenant of salt was an 

incorruptible, everlasting 

covenant. 



Israel had been called to 

preserve the glory of God and 

He would be their God forever.



However, Israel had lost its 

distinct flavor.



• Matthew 5:13

You are the salt of the earth, but if 

salt has lost its taste, how shall its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer 

good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under 

people's feet.



True Subjects in God’s 

Kingdom Are the Salt of the 

Earth

o Salt Preserves

o Salt Seasons



How is this idea connected to 

the beatitudes?



Characteristics of God’s favored 

people preserve His glory and 

leave “a good taste”.



• Isaiah 42:6

I am the Lord ; I have called 
you in righteousness; I will take 

you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for 

the people, a light for the 

nations.



• Isaiah 49:6b

I will make you as a light for the 

nations, that my salvation may 
reach to the end of the earth.



Jerusalem was set on a hill and 

was to be a beacon to the 

world.



Jerusalem’s light had been 

extinguished, or at very least 

covered.



Jerusalem had neglected its 

purpose.



• Matthew 5:14-16

You are the light of the world. A 

city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do people light a 

lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house…



• Matthew 5:14-16

In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is 

in heaven.



The true City of God is the light 

of the world.



The light is not the focus.

It makes visible those things that 

need to be seen.



The letter of 1 John fleshes out 

how this works.



How is this idea connected to 

the beatitudes?




