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What is the purpose of 
family? 



Our family’s main purpose 
is to point to God and bring 

Him glory. 



Families are important to 
God. Are they to us? 



Statistics 

!  41% of  first marriages, 60% of  second, and 73% of  
third marriages end in divorce.  

!  In America, there is one divorce approximately every 36 
seconds. That's nearly 2,400 divorces per day, 16,800 
divorces per week and 876,000 divorces a year. 

!  Cohabiting couples are 50-80% more likely to divorce 
than non-cohabiting couples. 

!  More than 1 million children are affected by divorce 
each year. Born again Christians (non-evangelical) are 
indistinguishable from the national divorce average: 
33% have been married and divorced.  



Stats continued… 
!  Divorce is a major health risk of  American adults and 

children. 

!  43% of  marriages today in America involve a 2nd or 3rd 
(re)marriage.   

!  68% of  re-marriages involve children from prior 
marriages.   

!  2,100 new blended families are formed every day in 
America.   

!  According to U.S. Census Bureau, out of  about 12 
million single parent families in 2015, more than 80% 
were headed by single mothers. 

!  30% of  all children in the U.S. will be in a stepfamily at 
some point in their life. 



Even More Stats… 
!  While out-of-wedlock births made up 5% of  all 

births in the early sixties, today they make up 
approx. 40% of  all births. 

!  About 4 out 10 children are born to unwed 
mothers. 

!  Several of  these children eventually live in 
stepparent families, but because step-families are 
more likely to break up than intact families, an 
increasing number of  children will experience 
family breakup two or even three times during 
childhood. 



Enemies of the Family 

! Minutes 

! Money 

! Media 

! Me 



How to Strengthen Our 
Families 



Commitment 



Ephesians 5:22 – 6:4 
Wives and Husbands 

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of  the wife even 
as Christ is the head of  the church, his body, and is 
himself  its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to 
their husbands. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself  up for her, 26 that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of  
water with the word,  



27 so that he might present the church to himself  in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
that she might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the 
same way husbands should love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes 
and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 
30 because we are members of  his body 
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother 
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
33 However, let each one of  you love his wife as 
himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband. 



Children and Parents 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the 
first commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go 
well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 
4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but 
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of  the 
Lord. 



Compassion 



Colossians 3:12-14, 19, 21  

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience, 13 bearing with one 
another and, if  one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive.  



14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. . . .  

19 Husbands, love your wives, and do 
not be harsh with them. . . . 21 Fathers, 
do not provoke your children, lest they 
become discouraged. 



Communication 



James 1:19-20 

Hearing and Doing the Word 

19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let 
every person be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of  
man does not produce the 
righteousness of  God. 



Proverbs 15:1 

“A soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 



Proverbs 12:18 

“There is one whose rash words are 
like sword thrusts, but the tongue of  
the wise brings healing.” 



Compromise 



Colossians 3:14-15 

14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. 



James 3:16-18 

16 For where jealousy and selfish 
ambition exist, there will be disorder 
and every vile practice. 17 But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of  
mercy and good fruits, impartial and 
sincere. 18 And a harvest of  
righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make peace. 



Romans 12:16 

“Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be haughty, but associate 
with the lowly. Never be wise in your 
own sight.” 



Romans 15:5-7 

5 May the God of  endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Therefore welcome one another as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of  God. 



Christ 



Psalm 127:1 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, 
those who build it labor in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over the 
city, the watchman stays awake in 
vain.” 



Ephesians 2:20-21 

20 built on the foundation of  the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself  being the cornerstone, 
21 in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord. 



1 Peter 2:6-7 

6 For it stands in Scripture:  

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.”  

7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for 
those who do not believe, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,” 



Ephesians 3:16-17 

16 that according to the riches of  his 
glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith—that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 



Colossians 3:16 

16 Let the word of  Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 



Ephesians 5:24-26 
24 Now as the church submits to Christ, 
so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself  up for 
her, 26 that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of  
water with the word, 



Foundations for Successful 
Parenting 

!  Time  

!  Touch  

!  Talk 

!  Truth 

!  Tenderness 

!  Teaching 

!  Tenacity  

!  Tomorrow 



Let’s never take our 
families for granted. 




