
CHAPTER 5 - 7
PURITY, PERSECUTION & TRUTH



REVIEW OF CH 3 & 4



PURITY, PERSECUTION & TRUTH
Who is God? Lesson Theme?

The Holy God
God purifies His people through 

judgement and persecution.

The God of Truth
The God of Truth speaks the gospel 

through Stephen, the first martyr



ACTS 5: PURITY
But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece 

of property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself 
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it 
that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to 
man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down 
and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6
The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and 
buried him.





ACTS 5: PURITY

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, 
not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell 
me whether you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, 
for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have 
agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet 
of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and 
they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his 
feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they 
found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her 
beside her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole 
church and upon all who heard of these things.



ACTS 5



QUESTIONS
• Who had filled this couples heart?

• Who did Peter say they lied to and 
deceive?

• What are two possible alternatives this 
couple to not have been killed? 

• How did the people react?

• How serious is God about our obedience 
and purity of heart?

• We must remember how serious God is!



ACTS 5: PURITY

12 Now many signs and wonders 
were regularly done among the 
people by the hands of the apostles. 
And they were all together in 
Solomon's Portico. 13 None of the 
rest dared join them, but the people 
held them in high esteem. 14 And 
more than ever believers were 
added to the Lord, multitudes of both 
men and women…



ACTS 5: 
PERSECUTION

17 But the high priest rose up, and all 
who were with him (that is, the party 
of the Sadducees), and filled with 
jealousy 18 they arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public 
prison. 19 But during the night an 
angel of the Lord opened the prison 
doors and brought them out, and 
said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple 
and speak to the people all the 
words of this Life.” 21 And when they 
heard this, they entered the temple 
at daybreak and began to teach.



ACTS 5: TRUTH
27 And when they had brought them, they set 
them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly 
charged you not to teach in this name, yet 
here you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching, and you intend to bring this man's 
blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather than 
men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, 
whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins.



ACTS 5: PERSECUTION
…when they had called in the apostles, they 
beat them and charged them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 41 Then 
they left the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in 
the temple and from house to house, they did 
not cease teaching and preaching that the 
Christ is Jesus.

• How did they react to the leaders?

• How did they react to being beat?

• When is it ok to disobey the law of the 
government?



ACTS 6: TRUTH
Now in these days when the disciples were 
increasing in number, a complaint by the 
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because 
their widows were being neglected in the daily 
distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full 
number of the disciples and said, “It is not right 
that we should give up preaching the word of God 
to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out 
from among you seven men of good repute, full of 
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to 
this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they 
said pleased the whole gathering …These they 
set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid 
their hands on them.



THE BLENDING OF 2 CULTURES

Term People

Hellenists
Those who were Greek speaking Jews from the dipora

who came back to settle in Jerusalem

Hebrews Those who were born and raised in the nation of Israel

• Although people are different, who unites us?

• What did Paul say about this in Ephesians chapter 4?

• Are there multiple ways to be reconciled to God?



ACTS 6-7: STEPHEN’S 
ARREST SERMON

• Number of disciples increased rapidly

• Many priests were becoming obedient

• Rulers were again furious with jealousy

• Stephen was accused with false testimony

• He began by quoting Old Testament

• Gave them a full lesson on the history of 
the people of God

• Focused on Moses how he predicted the 
greater prophet would come...Jesus

• Said they killed the “Righteous One” and 
resist the Holy Spirit



ACTS 7: STEPHEN’S DEATH
54 Now when they heard these things they were 
enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But 
he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with 
a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed 
together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down 
their garments at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.



TWO TYPES OF RESPONSES TO THE 
GOSPEL OF JESUS

Repentance Stubbornness

Example in Acts 2 of those who were 
cut to the heart

Example in Acts 7 of those who rushed 
at Stephen in rage, or those who just 

simply walked away

This action leads to eternal life This action leads to death

Which response do you want to follow?



HOLY SPIRIT KEY FACTS

The Holy Spirit Was Working Satan Was Working

Believers loved each other and gave 
generously to each other

Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter and 
to God about their gift of money.

New believers were added to the 
Church, and the Church was growing

The high priest and Sadducees were 
jealous

The apostles did mighty miracles The Sanhedrin put the apostles in jail

God’s angel got the apostles out of jail
The Sanhedrin commanded Peter and 
the apostles not to preach about Jesus

The apostles rejoiced that they could 
suffer disgrace for Jesus’ name

The Sanhedrin stubbornly remained 
opposed to the gospel message



The Man Called Stephen
His background

A Greek-speaking Jew who became a 
believer (Hellenist)

His character
Full of wisdom and the Holy Spirit, full of 
faith, God’s grace and power

His speech

• Longest in Acts
• Tells the story of Israel’s history
• Condemns religious leaders for 

killing Jesus; resisting the Holy Spirit

His death
Killed by stoning, first KNOWN Christian 
martyr

His role
His witness brought about the 
opposition that caused believers to 
scatter through Judea and Samaria



WHAT WILL YOU DO?
Think about your life, how you can be more like the 

early Christians who shared everything, were 
respectful of God’s commandments and were fearless 
in the face of death and beatings to have the joy that 

comes only from Jesus!


