
Scribe 
Ezra 7:6-10 



Question 

•  My question is, if what we have of scripture is ALL 
copies of copies of the original text that the original 
writers wrote, is the explanation of a "copyist error" a 
reliable answer to try and resolve an alleged 
contradiction?  



Like Jesus… 

• We have no original documents.  
• We have copies of copies.  
• Those copies have been translated into 
different languages.  
• “Have you not read what God said to 
you?”  



200,000 mistakes?  

• 4,500 manuscripts  
• Where does the 200,000 number come 
from?  
• Variations in the text:  
• Trivial of no consequence to the text.  
• Substantial of no consequence to the 
text.  
• Substantial with bearing on the text  
• Mark 16:9-20 



Author	
Date	
Wri-en	

Earliest	Copy	

Approximate	
Time	Span	
between	
original	&	copy	

Number	of	
Copies	

Accuracy	of	
Copies	

Lucre'us	
died	55	or	53	
B.C.	

1100	yrs	 2	 ----	

Pliny	 61-113	A.D.	 850	A.D.	 750	yrs	 7	 ----	
Plato	 427-347	B.C.	 900	A.D.	 1200	yrs	 7	 ----	

Demosthenes	 4th	Cent.	B.C.	 1100	A.D.	 800	yrs	 8	 ----	

Herodotus	 480-425	B.C.	 900	A.D.	 1300	yrs	 8	 ----	
Suetonius	 75-160	A.D.	 950	A.D.	 800	yrs	 8	 ----	
Thucydides	 460-400	B.C.	 900	A.D.	 1300	yrs	 8	 ----	
Euripides	 480-406	B.C.	 1100	A.D.	 1300	yrs	 9	 ----	
Aristophanes	 450-385	B.C.	 900	A.D.	 1200	yrs	 10	 ----	
Caesar	 100-44	B.C.	 900	A.D.	 1000	yrs	 10	 ----	
Livy	 59	BC-AD	17	 ----	 ???	 20	 ----	
Tacitus	 circa	100	A.D.	 1100	A.D.	 1000	yrs	 20	 ----	
Aristotle	 384-322	B.C.	 1100	A.D.	 1400	yrs	 49	 ----	
Sophocles	 496-406	B.C.	 1000	A.D	 1400	yrs	 193	 ----	
Homer	(Iliad)	 900	B.C.	 400	B.C.	 500	yrs	 643	 95%	

New	
Testament	

1st	Cent.	A.D.	
(50-100	A.D.	

2nd	Cent.	A.D.	
(c.	130	A.D.	f.)	

less	than	100	
years	

5600	 99.5%	



Text	of	the	New	Testament		

•  “The	Chris'an	can	take	the	whole	Bible	in	his	
hand	and	say	without	fear	or	hesita'on	that	
he	holds	in	it	the	true	word	of	God,	handed	
down	without	essen'al	loss	from	genera'on	
to	genera'on	throughout	the	centuries.”	(Sir	
Frederic	Kenyon,	former	Director	of	Bri'sh	
Museum)		
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The Scribe  

• Preserve the word of God.  
• Ezra 7:6-10  
• But we did not yield in subjection to 
them for even an hour, so that the truth 
of the gospel would remain with you. 
(Gal. 2:5) 



The Scribe 

• This is now, beloved, the second letter I 
am writing to you in which I am stirring 
up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 
•  2 that you should remember the words 
spoken beforehand by the holy prophets 
and the commandment of the Lord and 
Savior spoken by your apostles. (2 Pet. 
3:1-2) 
• Remember 


